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SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Monpay, December 7, 1857. 


Tuts being the day prescribed by the Consti- 
tution of the United States for the meeting of 
Congress, the Senators assembled in the Senate 
Chamber, at twelve o’clock,m. The Senate is 
thus constituted: 

Names of Senators, with the expiration of the term of ser- 
vice of each. Democrats (37) in Roman, Republicans (20) 
in Italic, and Native Americans (5) in Small Capitals.— 
Total 62. 

Joun C. Brecxinripar, Vice President of the United 

States and President of the Senate. 
Secretary—Aspory Dickins. 
MAINE. CALIFORNIA, 

William P. Fessenden. .1859 | William M. Gwin......1861 

Hannibal Hamlin......1863 | David C. Broderick....1863 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. ALABAMA. 

John P. Hale.,.....++.1859 | Clement C. Clay, jr. ...1859 
Daniel Clark ..«+++++.1861 | Benjamin Fitzpatrick. ..1861 
VERMONT. MISSISSIPPI. 

Jacob Collamer........1861 | Albert G. Brown.......1859 
Solomon Foot.........1863 | Jefferson Davis........1863 

MASSACHUSETTS. LOUISIANA, 

Henry Wilson. ...+....1859 | Judah P. Benjamin ....1859 

Charles Sumner .......1863 | John Slidell............ 1861 

CONNECTICUT. OHIO. 
Lafayette S. Foster.....1861 | George E. Pugh........1861 
James Dix0n....e+e+00s 1863 | Benjamin F. Wade ....1863 
RHODE ISLAND. KENTUCKY. 

Philip Allen.......+..,..1859 | Jonn B. ToHompson,... 1859 
James F. Simmons.....1863 | Joun J. CRIrTTENDEN...1861 
NEW YORK. TENNESSEE. 
William H. Seward,...1861 | Jomn~ Bewi........+.2.1859 
Preston King...... ...-1863 | Andrew Johnson.......1863 

NEW JERSEY. INDIANA, 
William Wright .......1859 | Graham N. Fitch ...... 1861 
John R. Thomson..... . 1863 | Jesse D. Bright ........1863 
PENNSYLVANIA. ILLINOIS. 
William Bigler ........1861 | Stephen A. Douglas....1859 
Simon Cameron...... - 1863 | Lyman Trumbull ......1851 
DELAWARE. MISSOURI. 
Martin W. Bates......,1859 | James S. Green........ 186] 
James A. Bayard .,...,.1863 | Trusten Polk..........1863 
MARYLAND. ARKANSAS. 
James A. Pearce.......1861 | William K. Sebastian. .1859 
Aytuony Kexnepy....1863 | Robert W. Johnson....1861 


VIRGINIA. MICHIGAN. 
Robert M. T. Hunter...1859 | Charles E. Stuart..... .1859 
James M. Mason.......1863 | Zachariah Chandler ...1863 
NORTH CAROLINA. FLORIDA. 
David 8. Reid..........1859 | David L. Yulee........ 1861 
Asa Biggs..............1861 | Stephen R. Mallory....1863 
SOUTH CAROLINA. TEXAS. 


Josiah J. Evans........1859 
James H. Hammond... .1861 


GEORGIA. 


Sam Houston.........1859 
J. Pinckney Henderson .1863 


WISCONSIN. 

Robert Toombs ..,.....1859 | Charles Durkee........1861 

Alfred Iverson.........1861 | James R. Doolittle. ....1863 
IOWA, 

George W. Jones.......1859 | James Harlan.,........1861 

All the Senators were present except Mr. 
Bares, Mr. Bayarp, Mr. ouston, Mr. Joun- 
son, of Arkansas, Mr. Maxiory, Mr. Rem, 
Mr. Toomss, and Mr. Yuter. Mr. Hewnver- 
son, the successor to Mr. Rusit, and Mr. Ham- 
MonD, the successor to Mr. Butler, were also 
absent. 

The Rev. Sternen P. Hirt, the Chaplain of 
= Senate daring the third session of the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress, opened’ the session with an 
impressive prayer. ’ ; 

ABSENCE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT. 

The SECRETARY. The Vice President being 


1 . 








THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1857. 


| 


| 


| 


absent, I will, with the permission of the Senate, 


read a letter which he has addressed to me on 


the subject of his absence: 
LovisvittE, Kentucky, November 28, 1857. 


Dear Sir: [t will be impossible for me to be in attend- 
ance during the first week of the approaching Congress, 


and [ beg of you to communicate the fact to the Senate in 


the mode customary upon such oceasions. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE. 
Assury Dicks, Esq., 
Secretary of the Senate, Washington City, D. C. 


NEW SENATORS. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. Secretary, I offer a 


resolution: 

Resolved, That the oath prescribed by the Constitution 
be administered to the new Senators by the Hon, Jesse D. 
Brigut, the oldest member Of the Senate present. 


The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. BIGGS presented the credentials of Hon. 
Awprew Jonnson, chosen by the Legislature of 
Tennessee a Senator from that State for thé term 
of six years, commencing March 4, 1857. 

The credentials were read; and the oath pre- 
scribed by law having been administered to Mr. 
Jounson by Mr. Briaurt, he took his seat in the 
Senate. 

Mr. HALE presented the credentials of Hon. 
Daniet Ciark, chosen by the Legislature of 
New Hampshire a Senator from that State, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Hon. 


| James Bell, for the term ending on the 3d of 
| March, 1861, which were read; and, the affirma- 


tion prescribed by law having been administered 

to Mr. Criark, he took his seat in the Senate. 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 
Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, [The Vice President being absent,] That the | 
Senate proceed to choose, by ballot, a President of the | 


Senate pro tempore. 


The SECRETARY. Senators will please pre- 


pare their ballots. 


The ballots being counted, resulted as follows: | 
Whole number of votes cast, 48; necessary to a | 


choice, 25; of which— 


Mr. Fitzpatrick received.........s+06 bé-bnp enens 28 
Mr. Hamlin...... Geten eS 00ny Sees oo San 20E00s bnerne 19 
pg. FRE eae TTR Recess . 2 


TheSECRETARY. Mr. Frrzparrick, having | 


received a majority of the whole number of votes 
given, is elected President cf the Senate pro tem- 
pore. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK, having been conducted 
to the chair by Messrs. ALLEN and Jones, said: 
GENTLEMEN oF THE Senate: I acknowledge 


with feelings of lively sensibility the confidence | 
The situation is new | 


you have reposed in me. 
to me, and it could doubtless have been more ap- 
propriately assigned to a more experienced and 
older member of the body. You may rest as- 
sured, however, that I shall, to the extent of my 
ability, impartially and faithfully discharge the 


duties incident to the station, relying at all times | 
upon the uniform courtesy and forbearance which | 
| have characterized the deliberations of the Senate. | 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Rep- 
resentatives that, in the absence of the Vice President, the 
Senate has chosen the Hon. Bensamin Firzpatrick Pres- 
ident of the Senate pro tempore. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the President of the 
United States and inform him that, in the absence of the 
Vice President, the Senate has chosen the Hon. BenJamMIn 
FirzraTRIck President of the Senate pro tempore. 


ORGANIZATION. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Repre- 
sentatives that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, and 
that the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That the daily-hour of meeting of the Senafe 
be twelve o’clock, m., until otherwise ordered. 


D BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


| 
| 


ES 


New Senrtes....No. 1. 






CHAPLAIN 
| Mr. MASON, 


|| tion: 
Resolved, That the President of the Senate be authorized 
and requested to invite such clergymen as the oflice may be 
| acceptable to, to officiate as Chaplain to the Senate during 
the present session, and in such alternation as may be 
| agreeable to them, 
| This resolution will be printed of course. I 
| wish it to lie on the table for the consideration 
of Senators, with an intimation that I shall call 
it up at an oor 
’ ,o ya 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
| tion will lie over for consideration. 


TO THE SENATE. 
I offer the following resolu- 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by J. B. Henry, 
Esq., his Private Secretary. 
| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The message 
|| is of an executive character. 
On motion of Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors 
| were reopened. 
| On motion of Mr. SEWARD, the Senate took 
}a recess for half an hour; at the expiration of 
| which time the President pro tempore resumed 
the chair. 

Mr, STUART. It is very obvious that the 
other House will not organize in time to enable 
| us to appoint a committee to wait on the Presi- 

dent “aa hear from him to-day; and, therefore, 
[ move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 

adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 7, 1857. 


The House consists of two hundred and thirty- 
four Members and seven Territorial Delegates. 
The Delegates have no vote. Democrats (128) 
in Roman, Republicans (92) in Italic, and Native 
Americans (14) in Small Capitals; as follows: 
MAINE. 

Dist. 
4. Freeman H. Morse, 
5. Israel Washburn, jr., 
6. Stephen C. Foster. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
3. Aaron H. Cragin. 





Dist. 
|| 1, John M. Wood, 


2. Charles J. Gilman, 
3. Nehemiah Abbott, 


1. James Pike, 
- Mason W. Tappan, 


VERMONT. 
3. Homer E, Royce. 


vw 


|| 1. EB. P. Walton, 
j| 2. Justin S. Morrill, , 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
1. Robert B. Hall, 7. Nathaniel P, Banks, Jr., 
2. James Buffinton, , 8. Chauncey L. Knapp, 
3. William S. Damrell, 9. Eli Thayer, 
4. Linus B. Comins, 10, Calvin C. Chaffee, 
. Anson Burlingame, ll. Henry L. Dawes. 
6. Timothy Davis, 
RHODE ISLAND. 
1, Nathaniel B. Durfee, 2. William D. Brayton. 
CONNECTICUT. 
3. Sidney Dean, 
4. William D. Bishop. 





1. Ezra Clark, jr., 
2. Samuel Arnold, 


NEW YORK. 
John A. Searing, 18. Clark B. Cochrane, 
George Taylor, 19. Oliver 4. Morse, 
Daniel E. Sickles, 20. Orsamus B. Matteson, 
John Kelly, 21. Henry Bennett, 


10. Ambrose S. Murray, 27. John M. Parker, 


| 
| : 


William B. Maclay, 22. Henry C. Goodwin, 
John Cochrane, 23. Charles B. Hoard, 
7. Elijah Ward, 21. Amos P. Granger, 
8. Horace F. Clark, 25. Edwin B. Morgan, 
9. John B. Haskin, 26. Emory B. Pottle, 
|| 11. William F. Russell, 23. William H. Kelsey, 
12. John Thompson, 29. Samuel G. Andrews, 
13. Abram B. Olin, 30. Judson W. Sherman, 
14. Erastus Corning, 31. Silas M. Burroughs, 
15. Edward Dodd, 32. Israel T, Hatch, 


1} 16. 
1} 17. 


George W. Palmer, 
Francis E. Spinner, 


33. Reuben E, Fenton, 





4 
/ : 





2 . 


i. 
2. George R. Robbins, 


NEW JERSEY. 
leaiah D. Clawson, 4. John Huyler, 
5. Jacob R. Wortendyke. 


3. Garnett B. Adrain, 


j 
2 
3 
4 


© 


6. 
7. 


R 


9. 
10, 
il. 


12 


13 


& 
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= 


wo 


6. Paulus Powell, 13. George W. Hopkins. 
7. William Swith, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
1. Henry M. Shaw, 5. Joun A. Grumer, 
2. Thomas Ruffin, 6. Alfred M. Scales, 
3. Warren Winslow, 7. Burton Craige, 
4. Lawrence O’B. Branch, 8. Thomas L. Clingman., 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
1. John McQueen, 4. Milledge L. Bonham, 
2. William P. Miles, 5. James L. Orr, 
3. Lawrence M. Keitt, 6. William W. Boyce. 
GEORGIA. 
1. James L. Seward, 5. Augustus R. Wright, 
2. Martin J. Crawford, 6. James Jackson, 
3. Ropert P. Tripre, 7. Josuva Hint, 
4. Lucius J. Gartrell, 8. Alexander H. Stephens. 
ALABAMA. 
1. James A. Stallworth, 5. George 8. Houston, 
2. Eli 8. Shorter, 6. Williamson R. W. Cobb, | 
3. James F. Dowdell, 7. J. L. M. Curry. 
4. Sydenham Moore, 
MISSISSIPPI. 
1. Lucius Q. C. Lamar, 4. Otho R. Singleton, 
2. Reuben Davis, 5. John A, Quitman. 
3. William Barksdale, 
LOUISIANA. 
1, Georor Evstts, jr., 3. Thomas G. Davidson, 
2. Miles Taylor, 4. John M. Sandidge. 
ORIO, 
|. George H. Pendleton, 12. Samuel 8. Cox, 
2. William 8. Groesbeck, 13, John Sherman, 
3. Lewis D. Campbeil,* 14. Philemon Bliss, 
4. Matthias H. Nichols, 15. Joseph Burns, 
5. Richard Mott, 16. Cydnor B. Tompkins, 
6. Joseph R. Cockerill, 17. William Lawrence, 
7. «laron Harlan, 18. Benjamin F. Leiter, 
8 Benjamin Stanton, 19. Edward Wade, 
9. Lawrence W. Hall, 20. Joshua R. Giddings, 
10, Joseph Miller, 21. John 4. Bingham. 
ll. Valentine B. Horton, 
KENTUCKY. 
. Henry C. Burnett, 6. John M. Elliott, 
2. Samuel O, Peyton, 7. Humpurey Marsa, 
3. Warner L. Unperwoop, 8. James B. Clay, 
4. Albert G, Talbott, 9. John C. Mason, 


> 
~ 


». Thomas 8. Bocock, 


. Joshua HH. Jewett, 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


. Thomas B. Florence, 14. Galusha 4. Grow, 
. Edward Joy Morris, 15. Allison White, 
. James Landy, 16. John A. Ahl, 


. Henry M. Phillips, 17. Wilson Reilly, 
Owen Jones, 18. John R. Edie, 
John Hickman, 19. John Covode, 
Henry Chapman," 20. William Montgomery, 


te 


. David Ritchie, 
2. Samuel 4. Purviance, 
William Stewart, 
James L. Gillis, 
>». John Dick. 


. J. Glancy Jones, 
Anthony E. Roberts, 
John C. Kunkel, 
William L. Dewart, 
. Paul Leidy, 
. William H. Dimmick, 
DELAWARE. 
1. William G, Whitely. 


MARYLAND. 
James A. Stewart, 4. Henry Winrer Davis,* 
James B. Ricavn, 5. Jacob M. Kunkel, 
J. Moxnnison Harnris,* 6. Thomas F. Bowie. 
VIRGINIA. 
. Muscoe R. H. Garnett, 8. Charles J. Faulkner, 
. John 8. Millson, 9. John Letcher, 
. John 8. Caskie, 10. Sherrard Clemens, 
. William O. Goode, 11. Albert G. senkins, 
12. Henry A. Edmundson, 


aw 


” 
. 


5 


~ i 


‘ 


t 


10. John W. Stevenson. 
TENNESSEE. 


1. Albert G. Watkins, 6. George W. Jones, 

2. Honack Maynanp, 7. John V. Wright, 

3. Samuel A. Smith, 8. Fenix K. Zo_uicorrer, 

4. John H, Savage, 9. J. C. D. Atkins, 

5. Caarues Reavy, 10. William T. Avery. 
INDIANA. 

1. William E. Niblack, 7. John G. Davis, 


6. 


. William H. English, 
. James Hughes, 

. James B. Foley, 

- David Kilgore, 


8 James Wiison, 
9. Schuyler Colfaz, 
10. Charles Case, 

ll. John U. Pettit. 
James M. Gregg, 


en —— 
* Contested. 





ILLINOIS. 
1. Ellihu B. Washburne, 6. Thomas L. Harris, 
2. John F. Farnsworth, 7. Aaron Shaw, 
3. Owen Lovejoy, 8. Robert Smith, 
. William Kellogg, 9. Samuel 8. Marshall. 


4 
5. Isaac N. Morris, 
MISSOURI. 


1. Francis P. Blair, jr., 5. Samven H. Woopson, 
2. Tuomas L. Anperson, 6. John S. Phelps, 
3 
4 


3. John B. Clark, 7. Samuel Caruthers. 
4. James A. Craig, 

ARKANSAS, 
1. Alfred B. Greenwood, 2. Edward A. Warren. 


MICHIGAN, 
1. William 4. Howard, 3. David S. Walbridge, 
2. Henry Waldron, 4. De Witt C. Leech. 
FLORIDA, 
1. George 8S. Hawkins. 
TEXAS. 
2. John H. Reagan. 
IOWA. 
2. Timothy Davis. 
WISCONSIN. 
3. Charles Billinghurst. 


1, Guy M. Bryan, 
1, Samuel R. Curtis, 


1. John F. Potter, 
2. C. C. Washburne, 


CALIFORNIA. 
1. Charles L. Scott, 2. Joseph C. McKibben. 
MINNESOTA. UTAH. 
W. W. Kingsbury. John M. Bernhisel. 
OREGON. WASHINGTON, 


Isaac I. Stevens. 
KANSAS. 
Marcus J. Parrott, (F. 8.) 
NEBRASKA. 
Fenner Ferguson.* 
At twelve o’clock, m., Hon. Wittiam Cuttom, 


Joseph Lane. 


NEW MEXICO, 
Miguel A. Otero. 


| Clerk of the House of Representatives for the 
| Thirty-Fourth Congress, called the House. to 








| 


| 


order, and said: 

The time fixed by the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States for the assembling of Congress having 
arrived, the Clerk will proceed to call the roll of 
members elect to the Thirty-Fifth Congress, 
made out from the prima facie evidence before 
him; and he respectfully requests that each mem- 
ber, as his name is called, will indicate his pres- 
ence by an audible response. 

The roll was called; and two hundred and 
twenty-four gentlemen answered to their names. 

The following members failed to appear: 


Messrs. Arnon, of Connecticut; Kunket, of 
Pennsylvania; Davis, of Maryland; Tripre, of 


Georgia; Marsnartt, of Kentucky; Farns- 
wortn, of Illinois; Woopson and Carurners, 


of Missouri; Hawkins, of Florida; and Bryan, 
of Texas. 

Pending the call of the roll— 

Mr. PHELPS stated that his colleague, Mr. 
CarvuTHERS, was detained by severe illness from 
attendance on the House. 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House do 
now proceed to the election of a Speaker for the 
Thirty-Fifth Congress by a viva voce vote. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I nominate for 


en of the House of ee of the 


1irty-Fifth Congress of the United States, James 
L. Orr, a Representative from the State of South 


| Carolina. 


Mr. BANKS. I nominate as a candidate for 
the office of Speaker, Gatusna A. Grow,a Rep- 
resentative from the State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I nominate 
Henry Winter Davis,a Representative from 
the State of Maryland, as a candidate for the 
office of Speaker of this House. 

The CLERK appointed the following mem- 


bers as tellers to superintend the election of 


Speaker: Messrs. Jones of Tennessee, Banks, 


Morais of Pennsylvania, and Cuueman. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I withdraw 
the name of Henry Winter Davis. 

No further nominations being made, the House 
proceeded to vote viva voce for Speaker, with the 
following result: Whole number of votes cast, 
225; necessary to a choice, 113; of which— 

James L. Ort rOCOIVOd, 6005s. cccce cscs cecccees olW 

GORIENR A. CENCE oo sees ye pecnesegeneccees cacveces MM 


POUR Hh, DAMON Es i bdrelei etic c. sceccde@edcuce BD 
re TTT ee 


* Contested. 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














| Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas L. 









December 7, 
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Humphrey Marshall .........ccccsccess j 
ee EE er 
Valentine B. Horton.............. o20° “cesskeesis 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For James L. Orr—Messrs. Adrain, bi, Anderson Ar 
nold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, bocock, Bouhay, 
Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Chapman’ 
Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Clingman’ 
Cobb, John Cochrane,Cockerill ,Corning, Cox, James Craig 
Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Inq,’ 
ana, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, Dimmick, Dowel), py. 
mundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence 
Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gilmer, Goode, Greenwood 

’ 


/ : arris 
Haskin, Hatch, Hickman, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huy” 


ee ee 


teens 


em 8 8D ee 


| ler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
| Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, 


Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin 
McQueen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Mil, 
son, Montgomery, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Pep. 
dieton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Re 


| Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Se 


Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 
Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, wij. 
liam Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A, 


| Stewart, Talbot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, 


Ward, Warren, Watkins, White, Whitely, Winslow, Wor. 
tendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and John V. Wright—198, 
For Galusha A. Grow—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Banks, 


| Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buf. 
| finton, Burlingame, Burroughs, Chase, Chaffee, Clark B, 


Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Dam. 
rell, Davis of Iowa, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, 


| Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Fenton, Foster, Giq- 


‘dings, Gilman, Goodwin, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 


| Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, 
| Leech, Leiter, Lovejoy, Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Free- 


man H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 


| Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purvi- 
| ance, Ritchie, Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson W, 
| Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, 
| Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Wai- 
| dron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. Wash- 


burne, Israel] Washburn, Wilson, and Wood—84. 
For Felix K. Zollicofjer—Messrs. Humphrey Marshall, 


| Maynard, and Ready. 


For Lewis D. Campbell—Messrs. Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
and Robbins. f 

For Henry Winter Davis—Messrs. Hill and Edward J. 
Morris. 

For James B. Ricaud—Messrs. J. Morrison Harris and 


| Zollicoffer. 


For Humphrey Marshall—Mr. Ricaud. 

For Francis P. Blair, jr—Mr. Grow. 

For Valentine B. Horton—Mr. Campbell. 

The CLERK then announced that James L, 
Orr, a Representative from the State of South 
Carolina, having received a majority of all the 
votes cast, was duly elected Speaker of the House 
for the Thirty-Fifth Congress. 

The SPEAKER elect, having been conducted 
to the chair by Messrs. Strepnens and Banks, a 


| committee appointed by the Clerk for that pur- 


pose, addressed the House as follows: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE Hovse or Represent- 
atives: I thank you for the honor you have con- 
ferred in selecting me to preside over your delib- 
erations. 

The delicate and responsible duties of the Chair 
will be comparatively light if I shall be so fortu- 
nate as to secure, as doubtless I shall, your co- 
operation in maintaining the dignity and preserv- 
ing the decorum of this body. The rules you 
may adopt to regulate your proceedings | shall 


| seek most earnestly to administer firmly, faith- 


fully, and impartially. 

The great interests confided to our charge by 
the people of this Confederacy admonish us to 
cultivate aperrotom as expansive as the Re 
public itself. ae 

I cherish the ardent hope that our public duties 
here may be discharged in such manner as to 
uphold the Constitution, preserve the union of 
these States, quicken their prosperity, and build 
up the greatness and glory of our common coul- 
try. 

‘Mr. GIDDINGS, the oldest member of the 
House, then administered to the Speaker the 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States. 


SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS. 


The members were then called by States, and, 
approaching the Chair, were severally qualified 
by taking the usual oath to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 


MESSAGE TO THE SENATE. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Ilinois, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate to inform 
that body that a quorum of the House of Representatives 
7 
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ese OF hi } mes L 
“ led; that Ja ’ ? 
assemb the State of South Carolina, has been chosen 
id that the House is now ready to proceed to 


nd that the Clerk do go with the said message. 
RULES OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. CLINGMAN offered the following reso- 


iad That the rules of the last House of Represent- 
adopted as the rules of this House until otherwise 
jered, with an amendment as follows, viz : that there ve 
jad to the 23d rule the following words : “ Provided, hat 
spever any committee shall have occupied the morning 
aaa two days, it shall not be in order for such commit- 
oe report further until the other committees shall have 
eel called in their turn.” 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for 
the reading of the 23d rule, that we may see what 
jt 1S. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. While the Clerk is look- 
ing for it, I will take the opportunity of saying 
this, so that gentlemen who are not conversant 
with the rules may see the object of my proposi- 
tion: By the existing rule a committee is called 
jn the morning hour. : if it does not get through 
its business that day it is entitled to be called a 
Second day, and a third, and so on; itis entitled 
tothe floor until it voluntarily resigns it. The 
consequence is, that, at the long session of 1852, 
one of the committees—the Committee on Public 
Lands, of which I believe the gentleman from llli- 
nois {Mr. Wasupurne] has been some time a 
member—got the floor and held it during the 
whole of the long session, and during the whole 
of the next short session; and no other committee 
gotan opportunity to report, in order, during that 
Congress. At the next Congress, in 1854, that 
same committee attempted the same thing. They 
held the floor for two or three months, till finally 
we succeeded in laying on the table several of 
their bills, and then they abandoned it. At the 
last Congress the same committee got the floor, 
at an early stage of the long session, and held it 
throughout the whole of that session and through- 
out the whole of the short session. Any other 
committees that accidentally got in their reports, 
only succeeded in doing so by the courtesy of the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

If my proposition be adopted, the result will 
be that, ifa committee be called to-day, and do 
not get through with their reports, they can con- 
tinue them to-morrow; but after that they must 
give way, and allow other committees to report 
in their turn. By this means every committee 
of the House will have an opportunity of report- 
ing once or twice in each month, instead of 
having the business blocked up in the way it has 
been. Lhope the resolution will be adopted. I 
call the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman from 
North Carolina to withdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question, that I may offer a suggestion with 
a view of having his proposition modified. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. With leasure. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would suggest to the 
gentleman to append to his resolution, instead of 
the proviso he proposes, a proviso raising a spe- 
cial committee to revise the rules, with power to 
report whenever they get ready to do so—— 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will hear the gentle- 
man’s suggestion with great pleasure, but I would 
remind the gentleman that we had such a com- 
mittee raised, but they never reported. 

Mr. SEWARD. Sales to a point of order. I 
object now, in the beginning of the session, to 
gentlemen farming out the floor in this way. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. There are no rules which 
the gentleman can call me to order for violating. 
| was about to say that-we have had a committee 
on rules at every Congress of which I have been 
a member, and that that committee has never 
aitered the rules. The gentleman himself, [Mr. 
VamPBELL,] at the last Congress, or the Congress 
before, had such a committee raised on his own 
motion, and that committee never reported. I 
made many appeals to it to come forward and 
report; but it never did so, and the rules have 
hot been amended. 

have no doubt that we could get a committee 
on rules, and that that committee would, as its 
predecessors did, give some attention to the sub- 
jects but it would either not report, or the House 
Would not aet. 
inn to get this amendment adopted at this 
will 4 or unless it is done now, a single objection 
efeat the motion throughout the whole Con- 
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Orr, one of the Repre- 


3 





— _—— —— 


|| The following is the vote in detail: 

For James C. dllen—Messrs. Adrain, All, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, 
Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Chapman, 
Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Clingman, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, 
Burton Craige,Crawforé Curry ,Davidsor Davis of Indiana, 
| Davis of Mississippt, Dewart, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmund- 
| son, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Gamett, 
| Gartrell, Gillis, Goode Greenwood ,Gregg Groesbeck, Law- 
| rence W. Hall, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, Hateh, Hick- 
| man, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, 
| Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones. J. Glancy Jones, Owen 
| Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, 
Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Millson, Mont- 


gress. I hope, therefore, that gentlemen will be 
content to take this amendment at this time; and 
then, if there be a motion made to give us a com- i 
mittee on rules, I will support that likewise. I || 
now move the previous question. I} 
Mr. HOUSTON. ill the gentleman from 
North Carolina allow me to suggest an amend- 
ment to his proviso? 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 
floor by it. 
Mr. HOUSTON. My suggestion is this: the 
proviso which the gentleman proposes 
Mr.SEWARD. If there are no rules, I should || 


I will, if I do not lose the 





like to know how the gentleman can put the pre- 
vious question on his resolution. 
The SPEAKER. Weare acting under general 
parliamentary law. 
Mr.SEWARD. That is what I understand. || 
Mr. CLINGMAN. The previous question is || 
in order under parliamentary law. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment I would | 
| suggest is this, and the gentleman will see the || 


force of it at once. It is to omit his proviso, and 


| 
| 
| 


| gomery, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Orr, Pendleton, 


Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, 
Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, 
Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 
Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 


| liam Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, James *A. 


Stewart, Talbot, George ‘Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, War- 
ren, Watkins, White, Whitely, Winslow, Wortendyke, 
Augustus R. Wright, and John V. Wright. 

For B. Gratz Brown—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Banks, 
Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, 
Buffinton, Burlingame, Burroughs, Case, Chaffee, Claw- 
son, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 


instead thereof, insert & proviso that all bills re- ;| Curtis, Damrell, Davis of lowa, Davis of Massachusetts, 
| ported by the committees of the House shall be || Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Fenton, fos- 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || ie eee, ores, Ser. Seon, Fant 
, . . || B. Hall, Harlan, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey 
Wh re coma hes on eee the || Kilgore, Knapp, Leech, Leiter, Lovejoy, Mauense, Mor. 

hole Fiouse, unless the rules be suspended. gan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris reeman H. Morse, 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I have thought of that; || 





Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Paimer, 
but it sometimes happens that committees report || 
bills and matters of such importance that they 
ought to be acted on at once. My proposition || 
| will answer every purpose, while the other would 
| produce embarrassment. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Two thirds can always sus- 
end the rules. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes; but the motion to 
; suspend the rules is in order only on Mondays. 
| I move the previous question. 
_Mr. HOUSTON. Let us vote down the pre- 
vious question. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
on the table. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
The previous question was seconded. 
Mr. STANTON called for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered; only six 
members voting in favor thereof. 
The main question was then ordered; and, un- 
| der the operation thereof, the resolution was 
| adopted. 


I move to lay the resolution 





|| Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 


| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


| the resolution, and trust that the ordinary course 


Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Ritchie, Robbins, 


| Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, 
| Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, 


Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Wish- 


| burn, Wilson, and Wood. 
| For Wiltiam Cullom—Messrs, Campbell, Ezra Clark, 


Gilmer, ind Maynard. 

For J. M. Sultivan—Messrs. Edie and Purviance. 

Mr. Aven then presented himself at the 
Speaker’s desk, and was duly qualified by taking 


|| the oath of office. 


ELECTION OF SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 


In order to facil- 
| itate business, I submit the following resolution, 
| to which I presume there will be no objection: 

Resolved, That Adam J. Glossbrenner be, and he is here- 
by, appointed Sergeant-at-Arms for the House of Represent- 
atives of the Thirty-Fifth Congress. 

It is in order, Mr. Speaker, under the 67th 
rule. 


I object to 


in such cases will be pursued. 
I withdraw the 





| Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the vote | 
| by which the resolution was adopted, and also | 

moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the ta- 
| ble; which eaten motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. FLORENCE offered the following reso- 


| lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


| 


| 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of | 
the House, to join such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the Senate, to wait upon the President of the | 
United States, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses of Congress has assembled, and that Congress is 
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to 
make. 


Messrs. Frorence, Quitman, and CamMpBeLy 
were appointed such committee on the part of the 
House. 








ELECTION OF CLERK. 


Mr. STEPHENS. I move that the House 
now proceed to vote for Clerk viva voce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I nominate for 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, James C. 
Allen, of the State of Illinois. 

Mr.STANTON. I nominate for Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, B. Gratz Brown, of 


agreed to. 
| 


Mr SMITH, of Tennessee. 
resolution. 


Mr. WARREN. 


I move that the House pro- 


|| ceed to the election of a Sergeant-at-Arms of the 


House, for the present Congress, 
The question was taken; and the motion was 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I nominate Adam 
J. Glossbrenner, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WALDRON. I nominate Charles B. 
Babeock, of Michigan. 

The House then proceeded to vote viva voce for 


|| Sergeant-at-Arms, with the following result: 


| Whole number of votes, 213; necessary to a 
| choice, 107; of which— 

Adam J. Glossbrenner received....... 
Charles B. Babcock........ 


coerce cavecs lad 
80 


| 
| The following is the vote in detail: 


seeee eeeeeeee 


For Adam J. Glosshbrenner.—Messrs. Adrain, Ahi, Ander- 
| son, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, 
| Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Chapman, 
| Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Clingman, 
| Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James 
| Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of 
|| Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, Dimmick, Dowdell, 
|| Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, 
I] Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gilmer, Goode, Greenwood, 
| Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, 
| Hatch, Hickinan, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, 





St. LouisMissouri. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Jones of 
|'Tennessee, Stanton, Bennett, and RurFin 
| tellers to count the votes for Clerk. 

The House then preceeded to vote viva voce for 
Clerk, with the following result: Whole number 
of votes cast, 219; necessary to a choice, 110; of 
which— 

James C. Allen received... ...c00scccccces coscees+120 

BD. GEOG BUGIS 0 kcss ccccee pWiaOhitdoceds 8&5 


William Cullom.... wkd bameae ie = 
J. i Gaeta s Hoan es dss dedbecast ddcccevss 8 





Cee eeeeenerene 


James C, ALLEN having received a manetey of 
all the votes cast, was declared duly elected Clerk 
of the House. 


| Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
|| Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, 
| Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, Mc- 
|| Queen, Humphrey Marshall, Samuet 8. Marshall, Mason, 
1] Maynard, Miles, Miller, Millson, Montgomery, Moore, Isaac 
|| N. Morris, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, 
|| Powell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Reilly, Ricaud, Reffin, 
|| Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Seward, 
|| Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, 

| Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stall- 

| worth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 

| George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Ward, Warren, 


| Watkins, White, Whitely, Winslow, Wortendyke, Augis- 
|tus R. Wright, John V. Wright, Zollicofier, and Mr. 
| Speaker. 


For Charles B. Babcock. — Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, 
Banks, Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Bray- 
ton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burroughs, Case, Chaffee, 
Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cur- 
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tix, Damrell, Davis of Iowa, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dawes, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Rdie, Fenton, Foster, Gid- 
dings, Gilman, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
Knapp, Leech, Leiter, Lovejoy, Matteson, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, 
Olin, Paimer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purvi- 
ance, Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, 
Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Thayer, Thompson, 
‘Tompkins, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israe] Washburn, Wil- 
son, and Wood. 

Avam J.Grossprenwenr having received a ma- 
jority of the votes cast, was declared duly elected 
as Sergeant-at-Arms of the House for the Thirty- 


Fifth Congress; and was accordingly sworn in. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Asnury Dicxins, Esq., its Secretary, notifying 
the House that a quorum of that body Gad as- 
sembled, and were ready to proceed to business; 
also that it had, in the absence of the Vice Pres- 
ident, elected Hon. Bensamin Firzparrick, of 
Alabama, President pro tempore. 


MEMBER SWORN IN, 


Geronrce S. Hawkins, Representative from the 
State of Florida, appeared, and qualified by taking 
the oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States. 


BINDING OF THE ESTIMATES. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The estimates of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury have been printed, and 
are ready to be laid on the desks of members. I 
desire to move that before they are so disposed 
of, the Clerk be directed to have one copy bound 
foreach member. I submit that motion, 

The SPEAKER. Tho Chair has no informa- 
tion to the effect that the estimates have been 
delivered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. They have not been laid 
upon our desks yet; but they are in print. I 
have acopy myself. I propose, for the conve- 
nience of members, that before they are laid upon 
our desks, one copy for each member shall be 
bound. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF DOORKEEPER. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I move that the House 
do now proceed to the election for Doorkeeper of 
the House for the Thirty-Fifth Congress by a 
viva voce vote. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I nominate for 
that office Robert B. Hackney, of Virginia. 

Mr. FAULKNER. If there be no opposition 
to Mr. Hackney’s election, I move that he be 
declared Doorkeeper. 

Mr. MORGAN. I shall have no objection to 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia if he 
willmakeavery slight modification in it—achange 
of a word only. Ifthe gentleman will substitute 
the name of Mr. Darling for that of Mr. Hack- 
a I shall be perfectly satisfied. [Laughter.] 

ir. FAULKNER. If the gentleman wishes 
to Nominate any one, I will not press the motion. 

Mr. MORGAN. I nominate Nathan Darling, 
of New York. 

The SPEAKER appointed the following named 
pti as tellers to count the votes: Messrs. 

AULKNER, Cox, Monrean, and Grow. 

The House then proceeded to vote viva voce for 
Doorkeeper, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 206; necessary to a choice, 
104; of which— 

Robert B. Hackney received .........00.esseeee00s 128 

SD EDOUEMEIED pw acnnduce cccuce qeenes . 78 

R. B. Hackney having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, was declared duly elected Door- 
keeper of the House for the Thirty-Fifth Con- 
gress, and appeared and took the oath of office. 

The following is the vote in detail: 


Por R. B. Hackney.—Messrs. Adrain, Ah!, Anderson, 
Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Boepck, Bon- 
ham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Burns, Caskic, Chap- 
man, Horace F. Clark, Johw B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, 
Clingman, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, 
James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, Dimmick, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Eliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foley, Garnett, Gartre}!, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, 
Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, 

atch, Hawkins, Hickman, Hopkins, Housten, Hughes, 

uyter, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, Geo W. Jones, J. 

jancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, 

amar, Laudy, Lawrences, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, Me- 
Kibbin, McQueen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, 














Miles, Miller, Millson, Montgomery, Moore, Isaac N.Morris, 
Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quit- 
man, Reagan, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, 
Scales, Scott, Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. 
|| Shaw, Shorter, Sickles, Si ton, Robert Smith, Samuel 
|| A. Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Steven- 





| son, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George Taylor, Miles Tay- | 
| lor, Warren, Watkins, White, Whitely, Winslow, Wort- | 


| endyke, Ward, Augustus R. Wright, John V. Wright, and 
Mr. Speaker. 

| For N. Darling.—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Banks, Ben- 
| nett, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlin- 
| game, Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
| Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
| Cragin, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Iowa, Davis of Massa- 
| chusetts, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Fenton, Foster, Gid- 
| dings, Gilman, Gilmer, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert 
| B. Hall, Harlan, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kilgore, Knapp, 
Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Pal- 
mer, Parker, Pettit, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Robbins, 


Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William | 


| Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, 


| Waldron, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wilson, and | 


| Wood. 
APPOINTMENT OF POSTMASTER. 
| Mr. STEPHENS. I offer the following res- 
| olution: 
| Resolved, That Michael W. Cluskey be, and is hereby, ap- 


Thirty-Fifth Congress. 

My object in offering the resolution is to save 
|time. I want to get through the organization of 
| the House, and then to adjourn. 

The question was put; and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

The Speaker administered the oath of office to 
Mr. Cluskey. 
|| Mr. STEPHENS. I now move that the 
House adjourn till to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 
| Mr. JONES, ofTennessee. I wish to suggest, 
| before that motion is put, the propriety of adopt- 





| of meeting of the House daily till it be otherwise 
ordered. The rules do not specify any hour of 
|| meeting. 

{| Mr. STEPHENS. The motion I made was 
| to adjourn till to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. WARREN. I would suggest to the gen- 
| tleman from Georgia to withdraw his motion till 
| we draw for seats. 

Mr. STEPHENS declined to withdraw his 
motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon, et 
| thirty-five minutes past three o’clock, p. m., 
| the House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 
| o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, December 8, 1857. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


peared in his seat to-day. 
ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS, 


|__ The following message was received from the 
| House of Representatives, by Mr. James C. 
| ALLEN, its Clerk: 
Mr. Prestpenr: I am directed, by the House of Repre- 
| sentatives, to inform the Senate that a quorum of the House 
|| bas assembled, that James L. Orr, one of the Represent- 
atives from the State of South Carolina, has been chosen 
| Speaker, and that the House is ready to proceed to business. 








The House of Representatives has passed an order for 


committee as may be appointed by the Senate, to wait on 
| the President of the United Staves and inform him that a 
| quorum of each House has assembled, and that Congress 
| is ready to receive any communication he may be pleased 
| to make, and has appointed Messrs. FLorence of Pennsyl- 
| Vania, QuiTMAN of Mississippi, and Lewis D. Campzpe.e 
| of Ohio, the committee on its part. 


_ Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
| tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
| sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That a committee consisting of taree members 
be appointed, to join such committee as may be appointed 
| by the House of Representatives, to wait on the President 
| of the United States and inform him that a quorum of each 
| House has assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive 
| any communication he may be pleased to make. 


| On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, it was 


Ordered, That the committee be appointed by the Presi- 
| dent pro tempore. 


Messrs. Bricut, Bieter, and CoLLAMER, were 
appointed. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 
Mr. PEARCE. I have been requested to ask 
leave to withdraw from the files of the Senate 


the papers relating to the claim of Carlisle and 
Coxe, administrators of ©. P. Van Ness. 








|} ing a resolution that twelve o’clock be the hour | 


the appointment of a committee, on its part, to join such | 


Leech, Leiter, Lovejoy, Matteson, Morgan, Edward Joy | 


|| pointed Postmaster to the House of Representatives for the | 


| 





Hon. Davin 8S. Rem, of North Carolina, ap- | 








| 





| Mr. PEARCE. The papers are asked to}, 
j 
} 





—_—— —— 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Cha, 
will inquire whether there has been an adverg 
report in that case. ’ 
withdrawn for the purpose of reference to the 
| Court of Claims. I do not know whether ¢} 7 
has been an adverse report or not. , 7" 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under the 
| rule, if there has been an adverse report in th 
| case, some explanation must be made, or gp 
additional testmony presented, before the pap, 
can be withdrawn. = 
Mr. PEARCE. I do not know whether thy 
rule relates to the withdrawal of papers for tiy 
porno of presentation to the Court of Claims 
am aware of such a rule where the PUrpose jg 
| to have them re-referred to a committee of th, 
Senate. 7 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair ig 
inclined to think the establishment of the Cou, 
of Claims varies the rule to that extent. Th» 
Chair will regard the sense of the Senate ag jy 
favor of withdrawing the papers, unless objected 
| to. 
There being no objection, the papers wer 
| withdrawn, 


On motion 6f Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the doc. 
ments in relation to the claims of Charles Reeder, Wal 


R. Johnson, and the legal representatives of Thomas } 
Jones. 


On motion of Mr. BELL, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the mem. 
rial and papérs of Nathan ‘Towson and others, members of 
** Towson’s artillery,” in the war of 1812. 

On motion of Mr. CAMERON, it was 

Ordered, That Mary Petery, widow of Peter Petery, hav: 
leave to withdraw her petition and papers. 

COAST SURVEY. 

Mr. EVANS presented resolutions of th 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South Cy. 
olina, in favor of the vigorous prosecution of the 
coast survey; which were laid upon the tab 
until the standing committees shall have been 
appointed. 

BINDING OF A REPORT. 


Mr. HALE. Estimates of the appropriations 
required for the next fiscal year have been laid 
upon the tables of Senators. The book will be 
frequently required for use, and it is not now in 
a condition to be used. I therefore move that the 
Secretary of the Senate be directed to procure one 
copy of it to be bound for each member of the 

| Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr, CLAY gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to detach the port of Selma, Alabama, 
from the collection district of New Orleans, and 
attach it to the collection district of Mobile, 
Alabama. 

A bill repealing all laws or parts of laws allow- 
ing bounties to vessels employed in the bank or 
other cod fisheries. 

Mr. REID gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill making an appropriation 
for the removal of obstructions at the mouth of 
Cape Fear river, near Wilmington, North Caro 
lina. 





RECESS. 
Mr. MASON. It has been suggested by one 


| or two Senators that no business will or can be 
done until we hear from the committee that hes 
one to wait on the President of the United States. 
| In the mean time I suggest, at their instance, that 
the chair be informally vacated, to allow Sen 
tors to leave the Chamber. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chait 
will regard that as the sense of the Senate, 
| less objected to. The Chair hears no objectio”. 
On the return of the committee, the President 
pro tempore resumed the chair. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the committee a pointed 
| to wait upon the President of the United States, 


| appeared and said; Mr. President, the comm 
| tee appointed on the part of the Senate to meet 
| a similar committee on the part of the House ©! 
Representatives, for the purpose of informing the 
President of the United States that the two Houses 
were organized and ready to receive any commt 
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~.ation it might/be his pleasure to make, have 
.rformed that duty, and received for answer that 
", would immediately make a communication to | 
ech House in writing. ; ; 

Mr. J. B. Henry, the President’s Priyate Sec- 
retary, Shortly afterwards appeared below the bar, | 
and sai rected by the President of the United | 
states to deliver to the Senate his annual mes- 


sage in writing, with the accompanying docu- 


MThe Secretary read the message. [See the Ap- 
pendix for a : 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I offer the following: 


Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the message 
and accompanying documents be printed, and fifteen thou- 
sand additional copies of the message and accompanying 
documents be printed for the use of the Senate. 


Before I yield the floor, I desire simply to state | 
that 1 have listened to the message with great 
pleasure, and concur peeneey in much the greater 
o of it, and in most of the views expressed; | 
















eac 


ut in regard to one topic—that of Kansas—I to- | 
tally dissent from all that portion of the message 
which may fairly be construed as approving of 
the proceedings of the Lecompton convention. 
Atan early period I shall avail myself of an op- | 
portunity to state my reasons for this dissent, 
and also to vindicate the right of the people of | 
the Territory of Kansas to be left perfectly free 
to form and regulate their domestic institutions 
in their own way according to the organic act. 

Mr. GWIN. I offer this as a substitute for the 
resolution of the Senator from Illinois. I think 
it covers more ground: 

Ordered, That the usual number of the message and doc- 
uments be printed, and that fifteen thousand copies of the 
message and accompanying documents, in addition to the 
usual number, be printed for the use of the Senate, by the 
Printer of the Senate for the last Congress, at rates not ex- 
ceeding those established by existing laws, and that all other 
orders for printing made, until a Printer shall be chosen, be 
executed by the late Printer on the same terins. 

This is a resolution simply to point out the 
manner in which the work shall be printed, and 
by whom. 

Mr. STUART. I do not propose to say any- 
thing on the subject of this last proposition; but 
I deem it my duty to say a word in concurrence 
with what has been said by the Senator from IlIli- 
nois. The principal topics of the President’s | 
message have been treated in a manner which not | 
only meets my entire approbation, but [ think I 
may safely add, in as able a manner as was 
within the power of any man. 

In respect to that portion of the message relat- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
ing to the constitutional convention of Kansas, | 


if I could agree with the President in his reason- | 
ing, in so far as he seeks to show that the prin- 
ciples of the organic act of that Territory have | 


. . . . ? | 
been oe with, I might agree with his con- || 


clusions; but believing that the principles of the 
organic act have been violated by the action of 
that convention, and that in no event can the peo- | 


ple of the Territory be left as that act declared || 


they should be—*‘perfectly free to form and reg- 
ulate their domestic institutions in their own | 
way’’—unless there shall be some future light | 
which will show me that the action of this con- 
vention has been misrepresented and is not cor- | 
rectly understood either by the President or by | 
myself, l never can give it my support. 
_ Ata future day I shall deem it my duty to go | 
into this subjectat length. I shall now conclude | 
by saying that in my action upon this subject 
hereatter, as heretofore, I will insist to the extent 
of my ability that the people of Kansas shall be 
treated like all other people, and shall have the 
fullest, the freest opportunity to form and regu- 
late such ingtitutions’as they may see fit to live | 
under; and whether they are in accordance with | 
my tastes or against them, will not at all affect my | 
action on the question. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I think it is pre- 
mature to discuss the message. I do not propose | 
to do so. The remarks of the two honorable | 
Senators on m right seem to be directed entirely 
to the action oF the convention, and to the phrase | 
about the people being left free to form their in- | 


stitutions in their own way. I could scarcely i} 
institute an argument on a proposition so plain as || 


that the people may act either by popular vote or 


through their delegates; and it is a denial of sov- || 


ereignty to the people to say they have not the | 
power to elect their delegates and to invest them | 
With authority to form an instrument which shall 


| clared an emphatic difference with the President 
|| on so much of his message as relates to the affairs 
|| of Kansas, I desire simply to say, that I just as | 





| be binding on the body-politic. They might, if | 
| they chose, by popular vote settle the whole 
question. They did choose to have delegates in | 
/convention. They might, if they had so chosen, 
| have directed those delegates to refer the question 
| back to them; and so might the body-politic direct | 
| the Legislature to submit every act to a popular-| 
| vote. It rests on them to decide one way or the | 
‘other. I do not understand the doctrine to the | 
| extent of the remarks that are made. 
| Mr. BIGLER. I shall certainly not engage in | 


|| any discussion of the main question at this time; | 


| but as two distinguished Senators from the north- | 
| ern part of the Union, of my own party, have de- | 


| emphatically concur in these views. *I cannot 

| agree with my friend from Illinois as to the con- 

_ struction he-has given to the rights of the people 

| of Kansas. 

| under the organic act, or that their liberty to any 

| extent, is to be impaired by the doctrines of the 

| message. Of course it would be unbecoming to 

| go into the details of the argument at present. I 

| do notintendtodoso. I simply rose for the pur- 

| pose of declaring that when we shall have heard | 

| the extended remarks of the Senator from Illinois, | 

| with all deference to his admitted inteliigence and 

| ability on this subject, I shall makethe best reply | 
I can, unless he convinces me that the President | 
is mistaken as to the facts and theory of this case; | 

| of which I have no apprehension. 

| Mr. BROWN. I think that a discussion of 

| this question now is altogether premature. Inti- 

| mations are thrown out first on one side and then 


] on the other, which I think, in the present aspect 


of the subject, can lead to no good result; and | 
| that we may all sleep to-night on the message | 
| before we undertake to discuss it, I move that 
the Senate adjvarn . 
_ Several Senaroxs. Oh, no. Withdraw the mo- 
tion. 
Mr. BROWN. If the vote on the order for 
rinting can be taken without further discussion, | 
will not press the motion. 
Mr. HUNTER. If there is to be a debate on 
this question, I ask to be allowed, by general con- 


the Treasury be taken up, with a view to its | 
| printing. 
Mr. GWIN. There is no objection to print- | 
ing the message. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. There is something to be | 
said in regard to that. 
Mr. PUGH. I wish to ask the Senator from | 
| California a question in reference to his amend- 
'ment. Does the motion to print the ordinary 
number of copies of the message include the doc- 
uments? The journal of the convention, the con- 








tionment, and some other documents relating to 
Kansas, I should like to have printed, at as 


|| early a day as practicable; for my own opinion 


| will depend, in a great degree, on what is con- 
| tained in them. I hope the Senator will make his 


|| motion so that not only the message, but those 


documents which relate to the affairs of Kansas, | 
may be printed in advance of any others, that 
we may have copies within a few days, espe- 
cially if there is to be a debate on the subject. 
Mr. COLLAMER. The two resolutians be- 
fore us, as I understand them, involve very dif- | 
ferent subjects. That of the Senator from Illinois 
is merely for printing the President’s message, 
and extra numbers of that message; the other is 
| proposition for printing extra numbers of the 
message and accompanying documents, and regu- 
lating the manner of their printing. This is a 
| subject which ought to be discussed and consid- 
‘ered. For one, | have no objection at all to print- | 
' ing the President’s message, but I have an objec- | 
| tion to printing extra numbers of that message. 
| My objection is simply that it is utterly useless, 
| Formerly, in the early stages of our Government, | 
| these extra numbers were printed for purposes of 
| distribution. Now, before we can get a copy of | 
the message printed here and sent off, it will be 
in all the papers of the Union, and in every house 
}in the country. Ihave no obiection to printing 
the message for the use of members, but I have 
an objection to printing extra numbers of it, be- 
| cause to do so is utterly uscless; and I trust that | 


|| this usage of the Senate, which originated early, 
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sent, to move that the report of the Secretary of || 


stitution, the census which was taken, the appor- |} 


Nor can I see that any right of theirs || 





| there is a little question of econom 





may cease. As to printing extra numbers of the ac- 
companying documents, I take it that is a subject 
which should go to the Committee on Printing. 
In due time we can consider it, but it should no 
be passed on at the present moment. 

Mr. GWIN. My proposition is in almost the 
same words as the resolution adopted two years 

270. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will remark to the Senate that, under the rule, the 
usual number can be printed, by a vote of a ma- 
jority of the Senate, at once. A motion to print 
extra numbers must go to the Committee on 
Printing, when such a committee shall be organ- 
ized, unless by unanimous consent the reference 
be dispensed with. 

Mr. HAMLIN and others. 
ber is enough. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will accept the amend- 
ment of the Senator from California, in order to 
expedite the question. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask that the resolutio 
as now amended may be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Ordered, That the usual number of the message and doc- 
uments be printed, and that fifteen thousand copies of the 
message and accompanying documents, in addition to he 
usual number, be printed for the use of the Senate, by the 
Printer of the Senate for the last Congress, at rates not ex- 
ceeding those established by existing laws; and that all 
other orders for printing, made until a Printer to the Senate 
shall be chosen, be executed by the late Printer on the 


same terms. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. With regard to the last 
part of the proposition, as to who shall do this 
work, I have no interest in that matter, and de- 
sire to say nothing about it. Most of the Sen- 
ators who were members of the last Congress, 
will undoubtedly recollect that we had a slight 
discussion on the question of printing at the be- 
ginning of the last session. I do not know that 
it would doe any good to allude to the point, but 
in reference 
toit, which you, sir, and I, are familiar with from 
having considered the subject in the Committee 
on Printing of which we were then members. It 
is useless, as stated by my friend from Vermont, 
to print extra copies of the message proper. It 
was urged very strongly then that it was per- 
fectly useless; but certain Senators desired and 
perhaps thought it was important to send this 
matter to their constituents in the form of a printed 
sheet, and therefore it passed. The expense of 
that alone is not great; but the resolution as it 
stands involves the printing of all the documents, 
and —— them immediately. The Printing 
Committee last year came to the conclusion, as 
many others did, and as must be obvious to every- 
body, that there is a vast deal of matter commu- 
nicated to Congress in the annual message and 
accompan ying documents that is not of the slight- 
est service in the world to anybody. Nobody 


The usual num- 


| ever reads it, and it would be of no consequence if 
| it were read. 


I allude to the tables and bids for 
contracts, and all sorts of things, that only go to 
lumber up the books, and make them unwieldy 
and unprofitable in every particular to us and 
their readers, and yet which involve a large ex- 
pense in printing. 

Now, what I am about to suggest is, that before 
we adopt the order for printing the usual number 
of copies, the whole matter, with regard to the 
documents, should be sent to the Committee on 
Printing. Let us have that matter investigated 
and reported upon before making the order, be- 
cause the moment you print the usual number of 
copies, that involves the printing of the whole; 


| and, when the whole is printed, or put in type 
| ready to be struck off, the argument is, that it is 





a very slight expense to print the extra number, 
and therefore we may as well print the whole, 
now that we have begun to print a portion. | I 
ask whether the motion to print cannot be dividea 
so that we may take the question in the first 
place on the motion to print the message alone, 
which is of immediate interest, with extra num- 
bere, if members desire that extra numbers be 


| printed ; and that the question with regard to print- 


1 
|| ing in order to ascertain how much of the matter 
|| that is communicated it is advisable to print. If 


ing the documents accompanying the President’s 
message may first go to the Committee on Print- 


it is in order, Lask for a division of the question, 
sc that we may vote first on printing the message 
wore. ; 
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"The PRESIDENT pro tempore. “A division of || 


the motion is in order. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, [ have nothing 
to say on the particular branch of the motion 
under consideration; but I wish to address a word 
or two to the general question. Perhaps I owe 
an apology to the Senate for saying a word, be- 
cause the question that has arisen seems to be a 
sort of family matter in which an outsider ought 
not to interfere. If it were not that I supposed 
there was some responsibility attached to all of 
us here, | should not say a word. 

When I address myself to this subject, I am 
not at all embarrassed by having to say that I ap- 
prove of any part of the message, or that | was 
one of the friends of the Kansas-Nebraska act, 
and am very desirous to see the principles of that 
act carried out. I do notexactly understand what 


the principles of that act were; but I believe the | 
President is carrying them out pretty fairly. 1 | 
do not mean to say that he is carrying out the in- | 


tention that existed in the heart of the patriotic 
en who framed it and brought it in here; 
) 


ut as a matter of public policy, and as a matter || 
of the politics of the country, [ believe that the | 


act has been pretty fairly carried out ever since 
it was adopted, and that it is proposed to be so 
carried out now. 


But there is a single assertion made by the Pres- 
ident of the United States in his message, upon | 


which I wish to make an issue—not an issue of 
veracity, of course—but of history, and of fair 
construction of language. As I understand his 


message from the hurried reading I have given it, || general and in detail, that the pledge spoken of | 
|, by the President has, in any manner, been re- | 
|| deemed; but, on the contrary, I assert that, in no | 
|| sense, general or special, have the people of Kan- | 
| sas, by this constitution, the right of deciding | 
upon the institutions under which they may live. | 


the President labors very hard to explain away 
some little inadvertencies which he may have 


committed in deference to this principle of pop- || 


ular sovereignty in his instructions to Governor 
Walker. 


as he is!—he never had a doubt that this question 


was to be fairly submitted to the people of that | 


Territory. It was in the exercise of this com- 
fortable assurance, this Christian faith, that it 
would be so carried out that he penned those lines 
in Governor Walker’s instructions. After hav- 
ing done this, he goes on to argue that on the 


whole it has been carried out, and at last comes || 


to the conclusion, that— 


**In the schedule providing for the transition from a ter- 
ritorial to a State government, the question has been fairly 
and explicitly referred to the people, whether they will have 
@ constitution with or Without slavery.” 

Now, sir, I deny thisentirely; and when I deny 
it [do se in the manner I have stated. I make 
no question of veracity with any one, but I base 
the denial upon the construction of words, the 
meaning of language. I have read a paper which 
purports to be the constitution and the schedule, 
and | take it for granted, until the contrary ap- 


pears, that it is atrue copy. Instead of that con- | 


stitution and schedule submitting to the people 
of Kansas the question whether they will have 
a constitution with or without slavery, it submits 
to them the question whether they will have the 
constitution—the difference between the definite 
and indefinite article—with slavery in the consti- 


tution, and in the schedule too, or whether they | 


will simply have slavery in the schedule so tied 
up that it can never be abolished. That is the 


question submitted; because, if I have read the | 
constitution aright, if the people vote to have the || 


constitution without slavery, then the article pro- 


viding for slavery in the constitution is to be || 
stricken out, but the schedule remains, which | 


makes slavery perpetual, and gives a monopoly to 
those who owngslaves now in the Territory, keep- 
ing off outsiders, and thus enhancing their price, 
The people of Kansas go to the polls, the Pres- 
ident says, to vote upon what has been “ fairly 
and explicitly’ submitted to them. Suppose they 
vote for the constitution without slavery. What 


the article in the constitution tolerating slavery 
is stricken out, but the schedule, which goes into 
detail, which makes it binding, which ties up the 
hands of the Legislature, and attempts to tie up 
the hands of all future conventions, so that sla- 
very can never be touched there, remains. This 
e the perfect liberty which the people of Kansas 
nave. 

I was rejoiced when [ heard the distinguished 
Senator from Illinois, who was the author of the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill, intimate that at some time 
he would give his views upon the subject. I 
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He says—honest, simple-hearted man | 


should like to know whether this is the perfect 
| freedom which he understood the people of Kan- 
| sas were to have; but I believe he has indicated 
'| that he does not think so. Now, I wish to tell 
| you what the President says. He declares that 


‘The friends and supporters of the Nebraska and Kan- 
|| Sas act, when struggling on a recent Occasion to sustain its 





| people, never differed aljout its true meaning on this sub- 

|| ject.”? 

|| That struggle, that great struggle of which the 

|| President speaks, occurred at the time when he 

| was a candidate for the Presidency of the United 
|States. He says that on that occasion “ every- 

| 


bill—he means those who supported James Buch- 
anan— 


|| ** Everywhere throughout the Union they publicly pledged 
|| their faith and their honor that they would cheerfully sub- 
mit the question of slavery to the decisionwf the bona fide 
people of Kansas, without any restriction or qualification 
| whatever.” 


|” Well, sir, the President says they have done 
this. He says they have submitted the ques- 





whatever,’’ to the people of Kansas. Upon that 
oint I desire to speak. I am not embarrassed 
os any of the other questions which have been 
referred to, but upon this question I desire, at 
some suitable time, when it will be most conve- 
nient to the Senate, to be heard; and I give notice 
||now to those who care anything about what [ 
|may say upon this question, I take issue with 
}the President. I deny in whole and in part, in 


|| Itus no apology for the President to say that after 
they come into the Union as a State they may 
‘| amend the constitution, and blot out whatever is 
|| obnoxious; because, by the constitution which 

_ he recommends, and desires us to adopt, the men 


could to tie up the hands of the sone ae geese 
of Kansas. If they have this liberty left, if a 
|| liberty of any sort remains to them to judge and 


7. . : : See 
| of this constitution, by riding over it, and tramp- 


||18 buta mockery. Having said this much, I do 
|| not wish any longer to detain the Senate. 
| Mr. SEWARD. If I thought it was expe- 





|| ument which surveys the condition of the whole 
| country, and presents to mankind the state of 
|| every interest in it—or is intended to do so, while 


|| cerning Kansas and slavery in Kansas, was ex- 


|| it necessary to say anything. 
|| [ agree that the debate which has been indicated 
is well postponed. 
| ative and a negative side. We have been prom- 


|| ised, on the part of the friends of the President 


and the principles containe 


in it, anexplanation, 
| a defense of it. 


ment in this respect; and that something more 


assumed by the President than is contained in 
| the document itself. 





|| port of this part of the message. 

On the other hand, as the President and those 
who differ from him stand on a common ground 
in the beginning of this debate, that of the accept- 
|| ance of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, I feel that it 
| is due to those members of the Senate who, stand- 

ing upon that ground, differ from the President 
in the exposition he now gives of those prin- 
ciples at this stage in the progress of Kansas 
from a territorial to a State government, that the 
should have an opportunity to be heard first. y 
| believe that their argument, standing upon that 
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| wise provisions before the great tribunal of the American | 


|| where throughout the Union,”’ the friends of that | 


tion, ** without any restriction or qualification | 


| who have framed it have done everything they 


determine as to their institutions, they will not | 

have it in virtue of this constitution, nor in vir- | 
|| tue of the proceedings of the Lecompton conven- | 
tion; but they will have it in spite and in defiance | 


| ling its authority under foot, in virtue of the great | 
| principle of popular sovereignty, of which this | 


'| dient, Mr. President, that this day should close | 
upon a debate on the President’s message—a doc- | 


|| only one question, and that the question con- | 
| amined or considered or reflected upon by the | 
Senate of the United States, I should not think | 
In regard to that, 


I see that it enlists an affirm- | 


| of the United States who aupraee of this message | 


I am sure I feel for one that the | 
message is very lame and impotent in its argue | 


will be necessary to satisfy me with the position | 


Tam willing to wait until | 
|| we shall hear, as I think the country will require | 


then? They only get the latter clause of slavery: || to hear, the argument which is promised in sup- 






December §, 





aan —<——= 
| ground, will have a greater effect than eye, , 
| argument of the same merit proceeding upon th 
|| same ground from those who have always . 
posed the policy and principles of that bj) ‘I 
shall, therefore, cheerfully wait for that debay, 
only saying that the circumstances of Kansasqpj 
of the cause of freedom in Kansas are imminey: 
and that I hope the debate will not be procragy’ 
nated or delayed. Before we are aware of it then 
may be civil war in Kansas, and I pray that th, 
debate, while it is conducted so as to give every 
person an opportunity to be heard, will be broyo;, 
on and closed here asearly as possible. ~— 
I will take this occasion to say that I congr, 
|| ulate the Senate and the country, and I thank tip 
|| President of the United States for the improved 
spirit in which this difficult, in some respec 
painful, and yet most important subject is pp. 
| sented—the great improvement on the Messages 
which have been received by Congress from hig 
predecessors, in the exalted station which he filly 
Now, in order that all the parts of this messao, 
|| may be known to have had some consideratioy 
here, I wish to notice that portion of the messay, 
which relates to the commercial and financ 
|| troubles of the country, and to say, that if the 
President and his Administration shall be abe j 
suggest any measures which shall tend to fortify 
the currency of the country and to save its jy. 
dustrial interests from the periodical convulsiogs 
to which they are subject, | hope those measures 
will be communicated to Congress at an early 
day. I apprehend there will be found a cheerful 
response on the part of the representatives of the 
States and people to any judicious and safe meas. 
ures that may be adopted for that purpose; bu 
mere declamation on the subject will do little or 
nothing. I must take occasion to add, that while 
I think I shall make no objection, as at present 
advised, toa general bankrupt law which shall 
exercise a salutary control over the fiscal institv. 
tions of the several States, yet I do not under. 
stand a bankrupt law which is confined merely to 
fiscal operations to be a ‘‘ uniform”’’ bankrupt 
law within the meaning of the Constitution of the 
United States. I regret to see that there is not 
only no intimation of a desire on the part of the 
Administration to extend the provisions of any 
bankrupt law which may be passed to debtors 
other than corporations, but that such purpose 
seems to be excluded from the view of the Ai- 
ministration in the message which has been pre- 
sented to us. . 
The message treats of our foreign relations. | 
think it may be regarded as a subject on which 
we can congratulate the people of the country 
that the disposition of the Administration is pacific 
at the same time that it is firm and national; and 
[ am happy to be able to add, for myself, the 
expression of great satisfaction with the course 
which the Administration indicates, in regard es- 
ecially to the subject of our relations with Great 
Pritain and the States on this continent, involving 
Central America; I have felt mortified and hu- 
miliated to learn—after the pains which had been 
taken, and the concessions which had been made, 
by the President and Senate of the United States 
—that the just and liberal treaty offered them at 
the last session has been rejected. 
There is another Bietatoeken, erhaps more 
seriously painful and more immediately danger- 
ous than any to which I have alluded, and thats 
the troubles in the Territory of Utah, On that 
subject I hope it may be understood that the 
opinion of the American Congress is substantially 
unanimous, and that the world may be assured 
that the Government of the United States will not 
suffer its name to be tarnished, its power to be 
insulted, the lives of its citizens to be destroyed 
by an enemy, intrenched although he be in the 
Rocky Mountains under the forms of the consti- 
tution of a Territory of the United States. | do 
not immediately commit myself to the project of 
increasing the Army by the addition of four reg'- 
ments; but I do say that every measure which 
shall be proposed, and be best calculated to estab- 
lish peace and order in that Territory, shall have 
my most cheerful support. I beg leave to suggest 
to that portion of the Senate who may constitute 
hereafter a Committee on Military Affairs, and 
may have charge of this subject, whether it will 
not be worth their while to consider whether the 
Pacific coast will not furnish the proper scene for 
the enlistment of men, and for the dispatch of 
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existing law—I mean the Kansas-Nebraska act. 











so in several instances, as in Michigan and Cali- 
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<oldiers to quell this rebellion, and whether the 


even ay ‘perations necessary cannot be more advantage- || That act gave to those people the whole political fornia. Congress has not always passed an ena- 
UPON th ously instituted in California than on this side of || power, without any reservation, submitting it || bling act in the first instance, but usually it has. 
Ye Op. i mountains, : only in its exercise to the Constitution of the I do say, however, that the convention which 
. det, | Mr. DOUGLAS. As there seems to be a dis- || United States. If we are now to criticise what || met to form a constitution in Kansas, under the 
- ebale, position to debate this question before we can || they have done, provided they pursued the forms || authority of the Territorial Legislature, was nota 
- SAsand have a vote on the motion to print, and as there || of their own laws—and I presume they did—far || convention convened in pursuance of law; because 
mmninen, have been intimations on both sides of the Cham- || less if we are to abrogate it, we cannot do so || a Territorial Legislature has noauthority todo any 
fit yer (for I seem to stand between the parties) that || unless we take back all that we have done, re- || act destructive of the territorial organization, and 
oF A there they are waiting to hear what I may have to say || peal the existing law organizing that Territory, || the authority granted in the Kansas act author- 
that the upon this point, if it be agreeable to the Senate [ |\ and bring those people back to a state of pupil- || izing the Territorial Legislature to legislate on all 
me every wall very briefly state my reasons of dissent to- age by declaring to them, ‘‘ we have trusted you || rightful subjects, not inconsistent with the Con- 
rough morrow when the Senate shall meet, in order not || with political power; you have shown yaruadves stitution of the United States and the orgenic 
to delay the vote on the motion to print the || incapable of exercising it; and, therefore, we, |! act, is not different from the authority which was 
COngray. message. | as yur masters, will now govern you.’’ I say granted to Territories in previous instances. In 
hank the Mr. HALE. I would suggest the course that || such are the impressions I derive from all the |, looking at the act for the organization of the Ter- 
Mproved was taken last year in this very case. A debate |! information I have in relation to this subject. If || ritory of Minnesota, I find that its sixth sec- 
Fespecty then arose on the President’s message, and I ||I construe the President’s message correct! | tion declares, ‘* that the legislative power of the 
E18 pre. think, by a suggestion either of the Senavor from || his position is entirely impregnable on that sub- || Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of 
NeSsagey Virginia, [Mr. Hunter,] or the late Senator from || ject; but I should be exceedingly sorry to be |) legislation, consistent with the Constitution of the 
rom hig Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] the vote on printing the || obliged to go into this debate—and I should be || United States and the provisions of the’’ organic 
he fil message was taken, and then a motion was made || very sorry if the honorable Senator from Illinois, act. So, also, the territorial act establishing the 
+ to reconsider it, and the debate went on upon the || who has given the challenge—I mean a challenge || Territory of Arkansas provided that its Legisla- 
Cration motion to reconsider, while the documents were || to public opinion—at the very first hop of the || ture should have authority ‘ to pass any law for 
a being printed. | ball, should find himself constrained to go into || the administration of justice in said Territory,” 
Nancial Mr. GWILN. I hope that course will be pur- || this debate without having the benefit of all the || which should not be repugnant to the organic act, 
tif the sued now. . | information upon which the President’s message || or inconsistent with the Constitution of the United 
> able lo Mr. HUNTER. The documents would have | rests. I hope, therefore, that the honorable Sen- || States. In regard to Michigan, the organic act 
fortify to be printed by general consent while the debate || ator from Maine will not persist in his motion to || gave authority to the Legislature to make laws in 
| its jp. went on upon the motion to reconsider, because || refer the proposition to print; but that, as has || all cases for the good government of the district, 
'ulsions a motion to reconsider suspends the a been suggested for statin convenience, the vote | not repugnant to the ordinance of 1787, under 
Casures of the resolution which has been passed and is || to print will be taken, and that the printing may || which it was organized. 
1 oe proposed to be reconsidered. | go on while the debate continues, for it will take || | Now, sir, I wish to call attention to a precedent 
al Mr. HALE. _I wish to propose that. | along while, [ presume, to print the voluminous || on this subject, for it is no new question. Some 
o_o Mr. HUNTER. Very well. mass of documents before us. | years ago an attempt was about being made in 
—, Mr. FESSENDEN. ‘If the Senate is to act || Mr. FESSENDEN. Thad buta single object, || the then Territory of Arkansas to get up a con- 
itt] - now, I think it would be better to submit a motion |) and I do not feel disposed to urge it against the || vention under the territorial act. The Governor 
ittle o of another description, because my objection is | wish and feelings of Senators. My only desire || of Arkansas addressed the President of the Uni- 
t while ‘5 vouug to print these documents as they stand, || was to call the attention of the Senate to what |! ted States, at that time General Jackson, to know 
Poe entire. I submit (and I think it will not lead to | has been considered heretofore a matter of some || what course he should pursue, in case the Terri- 
hey delay) a motion to commit the whole subject of | consequence. I have no interest in it other than || torial Legislature attempted to call a convention 
adi. printing the message and documents to the Com- || as one of the Senators. ' to form a State constitution. General Jackson 
relvia mittee on Printing. They can readily consider || Mr. PUGH. Allow me to make a suggestion referred the communication to the Attorney Gen- 
nkrape what ought to be done, and the debate can go on || which will, | think, obviate the difficulty. I || eral of the United States, and here is his opinion: 
of the jn the mean time. ; , suppose we do not care about Seeing very soon || <a he Legistative power ¥ vested is _o— Assem- 
aos Mr.GWIN. There is no such committee. If || the documents relative to foreign affairs. The ey con tloncs oc Rupotacutmiven; HRNEE hide bow chacned 
of the there was, I would agree to the suggestion. _|| Senator from Maine does not doubt that it will || by the people. The act providing for the government of 
of any Mr. FESSENDEN. _ The committees will be important to print in full all the documents the ‘Territory of Missouri, approved June 4, 1812, and whieh 
sae probably be appointed within a day or two. | relative to Kansas. I suggest, therefore, that we || is pone agelyay fe sees feeds ccargay- wt Sow danyy - 
Irposs Mr. GWIN. Not until Monday. | make simply an order to print the ordinary num- Bouaral Aiseentine ahah ooo ier te Se oe 
e Ad. Mr. FESSENDEN. It will take much longer | ber of the President’s message and the documents || oases, both civil and criminal, for the good government of 
n pre. than Monday to print these documents. We || relating to Kansas. The rest of it we can look || the people of said Territory, not repugnant to, or inconsist- 
shall not get them for many weeks at any rate, || after when we have a committee and printer. | ent with, the Constitution and laws of the United States.’ 
nt In the mean time, much expense will be saved | Mr. DOUGLAS. [accept the amendment. || This part of the law is to be taken in connection with the 
. a ; : i ager. other provisions contained in it; and when 80 considered, 
which (if that is of any consequence in these days) by || Mr. FESSENDEN. [ have no objection to |} it wit be seen that the whole law was designed to accom- 
untry having the matter properly investigated and re- that. ¥ 4 plish the single purpose of organizing a temporary territo- 
ecife ported on. I therefore make a motion, if it is in || Mr. TRU MBU LL. Before the message passes sat goverament, weieb was erates to seantin One at 
seal order, that the whole subject of printing the mes- || from the consideration of the Senate at this time, contersed enon it bY he Constiterion of the United Seeses, 
f, the sage and documents be referred to the Committee || I desire to say a word in regard to an assumption |} fp the exercise of this authority, Congress may, at pleasure, 
dare on Printing. Perhaps the Senators on the other | which is made in it, which 1 think is not founded |} repeal or modify the laws passed by the Territorial Legis- 
a: fim Secantelime when the committee willbe ap- | in fact, and upon which the whole arzument of || ut Sadieel 29% Sb aur deperemane et a 
oe pointed. : the President in regard to Kansas is based. I steeioh eoverumedat. P 
wee Mr. MASON. I submit to the Senator that | believe it right and proper to combat error upon all “To suppose that the legislative powers granted to the 
1 hu such a motion either cannot be in order, or will || occasions, and to meet it at the threshold. © ae Se include the authority ee alter, 
bad be of no avail, as there is no such committee. I || The President, in treating upon this Kansas of Congines, end ef widticine kectane ‘e connate 
rade, do not know how it is with other Senators, but || —, speaks of the convention which met at || part,  oenid’ be manifestivaboenh. Waa’ eat os 
tates before this debate is gone into, [ should be very | Lecompton, and framed a constitution, as if it || so far as it is consistent with the Constitution of the United 
> much gratified to have an opportunity of exam- || were a legitimate convention. The honorable States, and with the treaty by which the territory, as apart 
ining those documents upon which the President || Senator from Virginia has just spoken of it as a peerage anys tinal mk mary «mre cineys ee oe 
“e rests his judgment in the communication he has || legitimate convention. Now, sir, I deny in toto Pe the Territorial Lemeuaee, Seas only be salted o 
wer. sentus. Kansas isa very distant place from us; } that that convention possessed any authority altered by the authority from which it emanated. The 
oe and for one, I am free to declare that all the |} whatever; and I do not place my denial on the || Seneres a and the poage the ae as 
that information [ have been enabled to obtain from || ground that the Territorial Legislature of Kansas ae a ane Feciauna anh wanted ro 
the there for the last six months has come through | was a fraudulent Legislature. I believe that to || Can States are bound by and incapable of abrogating the 
ally very questionable sources, upon every subject, || be so. I believe that the Legislature had no au- || Constitution ofthe United States. It is also a maxim of 
saad whether of incidents occurring there, or of their | thority to act upon any subject; but, conceding waiversn) law, that when a partiowier thing ho serge 4 
Kot Jaws or their action. Weare to take it for granted | that it was the legitimate Legislature of the 'Ter- ian ae also prohibied. "Conaimaatly, it & net ia te 
3 that the President has sent to us a body of inform- || ritory’ of Kansas, properly convened under the || power of the General Assembly of Arkansas to pass any 
yed ation derived officially, on which he has rested || organic act, I deny that it had any authority what- law for the purpose of electing members to form a consti- 
the the judgment he has given in his message. I || ever to initiate a convention to form a constitu- — = ee tee eee “Serr 
"a submit to honorable Senators, therefore, whether || tion for the people of Kansas, and destroy the || pauliiaiies obama tices ai aaa Pee teoumes 
do we should not, for the propriety of the occasion, || territorial government.g : of the Territory, would be null and void. If passed by 
of as well as for our own information, allow these |} The Congress of the United States, at its last || them, notwithstanding his veto, by a vote of two thirds of 
vi. documents to be printed as speedily as possible ? || session, refused repeatedly to authorize the peo- || each branch, it would still be equally void. ie 
o. Being on my feet, I will take the occasion to ple of Kansas to form a State constitution. Bill This was the ground taken by the administra- 
“ declare that, if I wnderstand by the President’s || after bill was presented to give authority to the || tion of General Jackson in regard to Arkansas; 
Ave message he means that the action of the Kansas }| people to hold a convention and form a constitu- || and the position is an_ unanswerable one. Any 
est convention, being a legitimate convention, be the tion, preparatory to admission into the Union; || law passed by the Territorial Legislature of Kan- 
ate action of the convention what it may, is to be || but all failed. Such an act was passed in regard || sas—which possessed no greater authority than 
nd respected by the Congress of the United States, || to Minnesota, and such has been the usual course || the Territorial Legislature of Arkansas—initia- 
ill I not only agree with him, but | here aver that | in regard to all the Territories. Now, Ido not || ting a convention, is utterly null and void. 
he there is no jurist in the land who could not de- || undertake to say that Congress may not take u The Attorney General then goes on to discuss 
or monstrate, as a question of law, that the Federal || and ratify the proceedings of a convention which || the right of the people to petitinn, and to get up a 
of overnment was bound to respect it under the |’ is called without legal authority. They have done !! Government and present it to Congress, asking 
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argues that they have no power to put into oper- 
ation a constitution emanating from the people, 
without congressional authority, but they have 
the right to assemble and Paar fora redress of 
grievances, and, if they think proper, to present 
their petition in the form of a constitution, as the 
veople of Kansas did the Topeka constitution, 
eaving itto Congress to determine whether to ad- 
mitthemor not. But this convention which met 
at Lecompton originated in a call of the ‘Territo- 
rial Legislature, and is entitled to just as much 
respect, and no more than would be a call ema- 
nating from the same number of persons who are 
equally respectable, and not members of that 
Legislature. , 

But, sir, there is other authority than the Ad- 
ministration of General Jackson and the opinion 
of the Attorney General in 1835. We have au- 
thority which I apprehend will be satisfactory 
even to the Senator from Pennsylvania, | Mr. Bie- | 
LeR,] who indorsed this message in full. In the } 
debate which took place upon the admission of 
Michigan into the Union, an objection was raised 
that the convention which assembled in the Ter- 
ritory of Michigan had not been authorized by 
the Territorial Legislature, but emanated from 
spontaneous meetings got up-n the Territory—a 
sort of voluntary convention. Mr. Buchanan 
answered that objection. 

Mr. HALE. What Buchanan was that? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. James Buchanan, 
now President of the United States. I will read 
what he said from the Congressional Globe of that 
day: 

** We ought not to apply the rigid rules of abstract polit- 
ical science too rigorously to such cases. It has been our 
practice heretofore to treat dur infant Territories with pa 
rental care, to nurse them with kindness, and when they 
had attained the age of manhood, to admit them into the 
family without requiring from them a rigid adherence to 
forms. The great questions to be decided are: Do they 
contain a sufficient population? Have they adopted a re- 
ee constitution? And are they willing to enter the | 

Inion upon the terms which we propose? If so, all the 
preliminary proceedings have been considered but mere | 
forms, which we have waived in repeated instances. They 
are but the scaffolding of the building, which is of no fur 
ther use after the edifice is complete. We have pursued | 
this course in regard to Tennessee, to Arkansas, and even 
to Michigan. No Senator will pretend that their Territorial 
Legisiatures had any right whatever to pass lows enabling | 


the people to elect delegates to a convention for the pur- | 
pose of forming a State constitution. It was an act of 
usurpation on their part.” 


That was the language of James Buchanan, 
now President of the United States, who en- | 
camped his army round about this Lecompton 
convention, declared it legal, and now talks about 
it as a legitimate convention, and speaks in his 
message here of an election which is to be held 
under its authority as legitimate. It was an act 
of usurpation on the part of the Legislature, to 
use his own language, ever to have passed an act 
calling into being a convention to form a State | 
constitution. How idle is it then to talk of this | 
Lecompton convention as a legitimate one, ema- 
nating from competent eee In the same | 
speech, from which | before read, Mr. Buchanan 
remarked: 

“The Senator from Ohio (Mr. Ewrne] has contended 
that the second Michigan convention had no power to 
assent, because the first convention which was held had 
refused. 

* Mr. Ewrtna said he had asked whether, if the first con- 
vention had assented to the condition proposed by the act 
of Congress, there would have been any objection to this | 
assent beeruse it had been called by virtue of an act of the | 


Legislature ?? 
‘ 


Mr. Bucnanan said certainly not. It nevercould have |! 


been contended that this act of the Legistature had vitiated 
the subsequent proceedings of the convention. Although 
it Was not necessary to give them validity, yet it would not 
destroy them. It could neither make the case better nor | 
worse.”” 
That was the opinion of Mr, Buchanan in re- | 
gard to the authority of a Territorial Legislature 
possessing all the powers under the. organic act | 
which the Kansas Territorial Legislature pos- 
sessed to call a convention to form a constitu- | 
tion. Now, sir, I undertake to say that this | 
Lecompton convention was not a legitimate con- | 
vention; thatit possessed no authority whatever, | 
and that al} its enactments which it has under- | 
taken to carry into effect, such as ordering an 
election to be supervised by its president, are | 
void; that every act which it has,attempted to | 
establish over the people of Kansas without their | 
subsequent ratification is, in the language of Mr. 
Buchanan, a ustwzpation, and no man is bound to 














ceedings to the action of the people, and the | 
people indorse them, that might give them va- | 
lidity; but without such indorsement they can | 
have no binding force, because they do not ema- 
nate from a legitimate source. ; 
There is one other point in regard to this Kan- || 
sas matter to which I desire to allude. The | 
President speaks of the submission of the slavery || 
question to the people of Kansas in the manner | 
in which it is submitted—but imperfectly at the 
most—as a fair carrying out of he orinciple of || 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill. That bill has been 
held up before the country as establishing the 
great principle of self-government; as establish- || 
ing the principle for which our fathers fought to 
secure our independence—the principle of allow- | 
ing the people to regulate their own domestic | 
institutions in their own way; and what does | 
it amount to, according to Mr. Buchanan? It) 
amounts simply to giving the free white people | 
of Kansas a right to determine the condition of | 
afew negroes hereafter to be brought into the | 
State—and nothing more. The condition of those 
now there cannot be touched. To this has the | 
great principle of self-government now come, ac- 
cording to the recognized exponent of the party 
which inaugurated the Kansas act! The free 
people of Kansas have no right, under the Le- || 
compton constitution, to determine on the organic 
law under which they shall live. They have no | 
right to determine the institutions for the govern- 
ment of white men—not at all. They cannot 
determine what sort of a Legislature they shall 
have, of how many members it shall consist, 
what the qualifications for membership shall be. | 
They cannot pass on the right of suffrage. They 
cannot determine as to the creation of banks, 
other corporations, and a thousand other things 
which are put into the constitutions by the people 
in all our States, for the government of free white 
men; but they may determine what shall be the | 


} ‘8 . } 
condition of a few negroes, hereafter to be intro- | 


1 


| Sending them in newspapers and upon telegraphic 


duced; and that is the great principle of popular | 
sovereignty according to the message ! | 
I shall have occasion at some future time, to || 
speak more at length in regard to this document. || 
My only object in rising now was to meet the as- || 
sumption, not founded as I conceive in correct 
law, that the convention which assembled under | 
the authority of the Territorial Legislature was a || 
legitimate convention. It was not as gooda con- 
vention as the one which met at Topeka, because 
that convention did emanate from a portion of the || 
people at least, whereas the Lecompton conven- 
tion emanated, as I insist, from a set of usurpers. || 
Mr. BROWN. An hour and a half since, I 
moved an adjournment; because I then saw, and | 
stated, that we were about to be hurried prema- | 
turely into a discussion of the merits of this mes- 
sage. A document of so much importance needs, || 
1 think—so far as I myself am concerned I | 
know—to be deeply studied before Senators can || 
eXpress opinions upon it which are to bind them, || 
and, to a very great extent, give direction to pub- || 
lic opinion throughout the Union, and, I may || 
say, throughout the world. 
There seems to me, sir, to be an eagerness to 
enter upon this discussion; an anxiety to find fault | 
on the one side, and to applaud on the other, but 
more especially it seems to find fault with the 4 
message imperfectly heard from the Secretary’s || 
desk, and perhaps more imperfectly understood. 
Among the junior members of the Senate, the 
appeal perhaps comes badly from me to ask a day, | 
that Senators may sleep anight on this document || 
before they insist on embracing opinions, and || 


wires throuchout all the country, to give direc- || 
tion to public opinion upon great questions, par- | 
ticularly upon one question which the Senator | 
from New York has indWeated, may yet give rise 
to civil war. I cannot follow the logic of that | 
Senator, when he says that he is anxious, impa- || 
tient for the debate; but yet, as I understood him, | 
he said that, before we reached the coming in of the 
next year, we might have civil war in Kansas. | 
Sir, if there be civil war lying in our path, and || 
not a month off, how vastly important must it be || 
to this deliberative body that every Senator who || 
speaks shall speak upon deliberation. | 

Have Senators well considered the importance | 





| which the country will attach to words spoken | 
| here to-day, perhaps lightly thrown off, the im- 
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to be admitted as a State into the Union. He || submit to it. If the convention submit their pro- 
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pulses of the moment, the feelings of the instan, 

roduced by the reading of the important Paper? 

et, sir, at the very moment while I address thig 
august body, words already spoken here are bein» 
carried to the remotest part of the Republic to pro. 
duce their impression. Possibly, before this body 
shall have met again to-morrow, these words wij 
be in print and be read in Kansas to inflame public 
feeling theres Iimplore Senators to consider wel 
before they take positions and utter sentiments 
which Iam sure cannot be well matured on fifteey 
minutes’ reflection, or rather upon no reflection a 


| all. ‘To test the sense of the Senate on this ques. 
| tion, I renew my motion to adjourn; and I will not 


withdraw it at the instance of any Senator. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Tvuespay, December 8, 1857. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


QUALIFICATION OF A MEMBER. 
Mr. Jonn C. Kunxex, a member from the State 


_ of Pennsylvania, appeared and took the oath to 
| support the Constitution of the United States, 


ELECTION OF PRINTER—PERSONAL EXPLA: 
NATION. 

Mr. CLEMENS obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON, LIarise to what I suppose 
to be a privileged question—that is, to complete 
the organization of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama cannot take the floor from the gentleman 


| from Virginia, on a motion to proceed to com- 


plete the organization of the House. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Well, Lhope the gentleman 


| from Virginia will allow us to complete the organ- 


ization of the House before he proceeds to other 
matters. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I will do so with great 
pleasure, if the Speaker will assign the floor to 
me when the organization is complete. I beg the 
unanimous consent of the House for the purpose 
of making a personal explanation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will 
allow us to complete the organization of the 
House, and then he can make his personal ex- 
planation, 

Several Mempers. That is right. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would suggest 


| to the gentleman from Alabama that perhaps 


there would be some objection to my colleague 


| going on after the organization of the House. 


The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from Alabama as objecting? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do object for the present. 
And now I move that the House proceed to the 
election of a Printer to the Thirty-Fifth Congress; 
and on that Iask the previous question. =, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 would be very 
glad—and I would state that it is important it 
should be done—that this resolution which I send 
up should be first acted on. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understood the gentle- 


man from Alabama [Mr. Hovsrton] to object to 


| the explanation of the gentleman from Virginia, 


{[Mr. CLemens,] and to offer his motion. Then, 
{ object to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Virginia, and insist on the regular order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will it be in order 
to move to lay the motion of the gentleman from 
Alabama on the table? 

Mr. CLEMENS. LIappeal to the gentleman 
from Virginia to let me make my statement. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston] is the gentleman 
to be appealed to. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I raise the question of 
order that this discussion is out of order. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is entirely out of 


| order if objection be made, the previous question 


having been demanded. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire simply to state that 
my personal explanation relates to the election 
of Public Printer. ‘ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I insist on my point of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS. All of us who want to hear 
the explanation of the gentleman from Virgina 
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wv 


solution to offer in connection with this ques- 


ar Is it in order to make a motion of this 


von. 


from Alabama on the table? On that motion I 
desire to make some remarks, if it is in order. 


The SPEAKER. The motion is not debat- || 


able. 


my resolution, which is very brief, shall be read. 
Several Members objected. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to lay the 
ion of the 
aie; end on that I call for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CLEMENS. | 
Mr. Wendell to permit me ‘ 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
cinia {Mr. Cuemens] is not in order. 
~ Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 





the previous uestion. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
If the demand for the previous question be voted 
down, I presume that the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama will be then debatable, and 
that the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. a, 
will have the opportunity of making his persona 
explanation. , : 
Several Members. Certainly; we understand it. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. And, as I am in favor of 
free discussion, I am in favor of voting down the 
previous question. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
shape of an inquiry. 
The SPEARER, It is not in order. 
Mr. HOUSTON demanded tellers upon sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Houston, 
and Suiru of Virginia, were appointed. j 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes forty-eight, noes not counted. 
So the previous question was not seconded. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


I object to this debate in the 


A message was here received from the Senate, | 


by Aspury Dicwkiys, their Secretary, informing 


the House that the Senate had appointed a com- | 
mittee to join a committee appointed by this | 
House to wait upon the President of the United || 


States to inform him that a quorum of the two 


Houses has assembled, and that Congress is | 


ready to receive any communication he may be 
pleased to make. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION RESUMED. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I beg leave now to submit 
the following correspondence, which sufficiently 
explains itself: 

Wasuineton Crry, December 6, 1857. 

Dear Sir: I had left the caucus last night a few moments 
before the incident o¢curred to which I now take the lib- 
erty Of inviting your attention. [ learn that in the course 


of your remarks upon the proposition to postpone the nom- | 


ination of a Public Printer, you were understood very broad- 


ly and distinetly to intimate that you were possessed of | 


some facts calculated to impeach the integrity of Mr. Wen- 
dell, the present incumbent of that effice, and although 
several times interrogated, that you declined to disclose to 
the meeting the facts upon Which you based your conclu- 
sions as to his character. As the caucus will reassemble 
to-morrow night for the purpose of acting upon the only 
unfinished business, the nomination of a Public Printer, 
allow me, As one Of your colleagues, to inquire what are 
the facts upon which you have made this‘attack upon “Mr. 
Wendell? I wish them for the guidance of my conduct in 
the choice which I shall be called upon to make between 
the competing candidates. And permit me further to sug- 
gest the propriety of your authorizing me to submit your 


reply to Mr. Wendell, that he may have an opportunity of | 
making such explanations or defense as the case may re- || 


quire. In making this last suggestion, I ain not acting at 
the instance nor as the friend of Mr. Wendell, for t have 
had no conversation with him on the subject, nor have I 
es yetatany time decided to give to him: my support as 
Public Printer. But I think some such course on your part 


would be fair, manly, and just—due to your own charac- , 


ter, due to your associates in Congress, and especially due 
to an individual who, whatever may be his errors, did, to 
my certain knowledge, in the presidential canvass of 1856, 
Signalize his zeal for the success of the Democratic party 
by acts of extraordinary liberality and public spirit. 

Yours, truty, * CH. JAS. FAULKNER. 
Hon. Saerrarp CLeMeENs. 


Mr. KEITT, I rise to a question of order, 


wish to know what connection this matter has 
with the motion before the House, which I under- 


My SMITH, of Virginia. “I stated that I had i 


|| trial, Tcan see some pertinency in this course; 
description—to lay the motion of the gentleman | 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then I ask that | 


gentleman from Alabama on the || 


I appeal to the friends of | 


At the suggestion | 
of gentlemen around me, I will agree to with- || 
draw my motion, and will concur in voting down | 


I rise to make an inquiry. | 
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| Ido not wish to throw any obstacle in the way 
| of the gentleman from Virginia, but if the ehar- 
| acter of the Democratic. party is arraigned and 
upon trial, or if the character of Mr. Wendell as 
an officer of this House is arraigned and: upon 


but if neither the character of the Democratic 
party nor of Mr. Wendell is on trial, I beg to 
now what pertinency there is in this matter to 
the question before the House? | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not like to | 
rule the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia | 


he proposes to make of the correspondence he | 
|| has read. 

Mr. KEITT. [ then take the ground that it | 
requires unanimous consent to proceed. | 

Several Voices. He has it. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair does not so un- 
| derstand it. The motion of the gentleman from 
| Alabama [Mr. Houston] was to proceed to the 
election of a Printer. The previous question was 
demanded, but not seconded. The gentleman 
from Virginia sought the floor—and was recog- 





| 

|| proposition, ‘* Shall the House proceec 

|| election of a Public Printer?’? He has the floor 
| upon that question. The Chair thinks that the 
'| remarks of the gentleman from Virginia, if objec- 
\| tion is made to them, are out of order, because 
1 of their irrelevancy. 

| Mr. STEPHENS. Iteseems to me that any- 
| thing which the gentleman from Virginia may 
|| say relating to the public printing, or the candi- 


letter which the gentleman is reading relates to 
|| the public printing; and it may be that the gentle- 
man will follow it with some remarks upon that 
correspondence directly pertinent to the question 
| before us. 
| The SPEAKER. That is true; and the Chair 
| regretted that the point’of order was pressed, 
|| inasmuch as the gentleman from Virginia might 
|| make the discussion entirely relevant and legiti- 
; mate. 
| Mr. STEPHENS. I trust the gentleman from 
| South Carolina will withdraw the objection, and 
let us hear the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I trust my friend from South 
Carolina, as an act of justice to myself, will with- 
| draw his point of order. 
| Mr. KEITT. I withdraw it. 

Mr. CLEMENS, (resuming.) To this letter 
of my colleague I gave the following reply: 





Wasuineton Ciry, December 7, 1857. 
Dear Str: Your letter of yesterday was left, in my ab- 
sence, in my room. 
|| After a night’s deliberation upon the only suggestion in it 
|| which it is requisite for me now to notice, L have concluded 
that, under the circumstances, it is more manly to apprise 
the Printer of the House of the nature of the uccusation 
|} which ishall bring against hin. 
|| As you have voluntarily proposed to be the medium to 
|| accomplish this object, 1 empower you to submit the in- 
| Democratic caucus to-night,) to him, and, under no eir- 
|| Cumstances, to any other person. 
| [shall be obliged to you to return to me the said state- 
|| ment, with this letter, in time for the meeting this evening. 
Very truly, yours, SHERRARD CLEMENS. 
] Hon. Cuarves JAMES FAULKNER. 
i 


| The statement inclosed in this letter was as 
} follows: 


' 
|| Statement prepared to be submitted to the Democratic caucus 


ty Fijth Congress, at the adjourned meeting, December 7, 
1857. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


After what occurred in the Democratic caucus on Satur- 


| 
|} on, in some authoritative form, for the facts upon which 
|} the statement I then orally made was predicated. L pro- 
| eeed, therefore, to detail them in writing. I have hitherto 
systematically refused to answer any personal interroga- 
| tories apon the subject, for the simple reason that T had the 
} right to place the whole affair in written language, beyond 
| misconstruction or misrepres@Mation, 
| Itmay be well to state, in the outset, that I am not ac- 
| quainted with the present Printer of the House, and do not 
even know him by sight. 
On Saturday last, the 5th day of this month, { was ac- 
| costed by a person with whom I have had an acquaintance 
| Of some years’ standing. At the close of a somewhat pro- 
| tracted conversation, he informed me that he was inter- 
| ested in procuring the House printing, during the present 
| Congress, for Cornelius Wendell, of New York, at present 
| Printer of the House. 
| He suggested that a specific consideration could be se- 
| cured to my mother, dependent upon one of two contin- 
| gencies: First, That I should cast my vote for said Cor- 
nelius Wendell, in the election for House Printer at the 


Stand to be the election of Printer to the House? || present Session ; Second, That I should abstain from voting 


|, out of order, for he does not know the application || 


My 


nized by the Chair—to speak upon the pe 
to the | 


| dates before the House, would be relevant. The | 


closed statement, in writing, (which I shall lay before the | 


of members of the House of Representatives, for the Thir- || 


day night last, I hada right to expect that I should be caHed | 


|| by absenting myself from the House at the time of the 


vote. 

Without dilating upon my emotions at such an overture, 
it is sufficient to say, that I referred him to the sixth sec- 
tion of the act of Congress of February 26, 1853, by which 
the proposed crime was punishable; [told him that he had 
put himself in my power; that he had mistaken his man ; 
that the inthaation of such a thing was a gross personal 
| insult to myself; and that I should exact from him the 
amplest reparation. 

He became deeply agitated ; supplicated my pardon in 
the most impassioned terms; said that he had been mis- 
| taken and misled; that he knew I had the power to ruin 
| him, and all conneeted with him, and beseeched me to 

spare him the infamy which would attach to the exposure 
of his name. At present, [ have nothing further to say, 
except that he never has been, to my Knowledge, a citizen 
of Virginia; and that in this whole affair, I have acted on 
my individual responsibility alone, and that the course I 
have taken has been prompted entirely by the duty lL owe 
the Government, whose officer I am. 

This statement I am ready to verify in the most solemn 

| of all forms. SHERRARD CLEMENS. 


colleague then addressed the following 
letter to Mr. Wendell himself: 


Wasuinaton, December 7, 1857. 
Sir: I herewith inclose to you a letter and statement 
| received this morning trom Hon. Susrrarp Ciemens, 
which, in fairness and justice, should be promptly laid 
before you for such explanations as you may deem proper. 
I should be pleased to have your reply in time to lay it 
|| before the Democratic caucus, which meets this evening 
at 7 o’cloek. You will perceive, from the letter of Mr. 
|| Cupmens, that he does not wish his statement shown to 
any other person than yourself. This, in my judgment, 
does not preclude you from showing it to some few confi- 
dential friends with whom you might choose to consult on 
| the subjeet. 
I am, truly, yours, CH. J. FAULKNER, 
Cornetivos Wenpewt, Esq. 


Subsequently, Mr. Wendell addressed the fol- 
| lowing letter to my colleague: 


Wasutneton, D. C., December 7, 1857. 

Sr: Herewith I inclose you my reply to the statement 
| of the Hon. Suerrarv CLEMENS. 
| You will very much oblige me by laying the same before 
| the Democratic caucus this evening. 

With sentiments of the highest regard, 1 remain your 
obedient servant, Cc. WENDELL. 

fion. C. J. FAULENER. 


, This is the statement to which reference is 
, made in Mr. Wendell’s letter: 


| To the Honorable the Democratic Members of the House 

of Representatives : 

| GenTitemen: The Hon. S#errard CLemens h.° vag, at 

the earnest solicitation of my friends, submitted to mea eopy 

of a statement, indirectly affecting my character, which 

statement he intends to lay before you this evening, Lreply: 

|  First.—L have no knowledge of the facts alluded to, other 
than that contained in his paper. 

Second.—So far as the interence is songht to be drawn 

| from his statement that any person approached him in an 

| improper manner, with my authority or knowledge and 

| in ny behalf, f hereby most solemnly deny, and earnestly 

| protest against any such inference on the part of any gen- 
ueman, based as it is, thus far, on a nameless author ; and 

| am utterly at a loss to imagine who the individual is to 

| whom he alludes. 

If the Hon. Saerrarp CLEMENS, Or any other member, 

| 

| 

| 








has any charge to make against me, touching the, public 

printing or otherwise, and which shall be made to assume 

a tangible form, susceptible of disproval, J hold myself ready 

to disprove it to the satisfaction of every unprejudiced and 
| honorable man. 

I do most solemnly assert that I have. never directly or 
| indirectly, either in person or by any agent, offered any pecu- 
niary or other consideration to any member of Congress, to 
secure their vote for me for the office of Public Printer. 
This declaration I wish to be understood as full, clear, and 
explicit, without any mental or other reservation, denying 
and defying the proof in any manner or shape whatsoever. 

Relative to other charges of plunder and corruption—em- 
anating, as they heretotore have, from the hungry leeches 
who infest the lobbies of the House, too lazy to work, too 
| proud to beg, and too cowardly to steal openly—I have not 
heretofore deemed them worthy my notice. But-finding 
their assertions have produced an impression npon some 
members who are personally unacquainted with me, [ now 
challenge and defy any and every one of them to suBstan- 
tiate even the least of their allegations against me. 

In conclusion, as I am not personally acquainted with 
Mr. Ciemens, [ would take this occasion to state that I 
should take it as a great personal favor if he would com- 
municate to mé privately, if he does not wish to do so pub 
licly, the name of the individual who thus dared to approacit 
him in my behalf. 

With great respect, 


C. WENDELL. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, up to this moment, 1 do 
not know Cornelius Wendell. I have had no 
conscious conversation. with him at any period 
of my life. -I1do not know him even by sight; 
and in this whole affair, from its commencement 
to its close, 1 aver here, on my responsibility in 
the dread hereafter, that I have had no purpose to 
accomplish—that I have had no end to subserve 
—except the duty which I conceived was due to 
myself and to.my country. Acting on this line 
| of ony: and on this alone, I have conceived it 
incumbent on me, in the position in which I have 
| been placed, to eliminate this question of all 
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matters touching myself rsonally; and to that 
end, since last evening when I retired from the 
Democratic caucus, | have made it my purpose to 
prosecute the necessary inquiries with reference to 


the person referred to in the paper that has been || with the well-being of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


read. It will be remembered that the occurrence 
took place on Saturday last. I intimated it toa 
colleague, who is now in my eye, and to him alone. 


I came to the Democratic caucus that evening, | 


fretting under the emotions which the proposi- 
tion itself produced; and, actuated by the con- 
victions of my heart, when the name of Mr. Wen- 
dell was presented, I stated in the hearing of every 
one who was then present, that Mr. Wendell was | 
at least most unfortunate in his friends; for, how- | 
ever it might be with him, corruption at least | 
attached to them. Is or is notthat the statement | 
in substance which I made, at the time to which | 
l refer? I call on the gentleman from Virginia— | 
my colleague—who sat by my side, to say whether | 
that is not the substance of what I said? 

Mr. HOPKINS. I recollect that that was the 
substance. 

Mr. CLEMENS. After Saturday the events | 
are sufficiently explained in the correspondence. | 
I have conceived it my duty, acting in the path 
to which I have referred, to see whether the per- | 
son referred to in the inclosed statement would, | 
or would not, stand up to what he said. I am | 
satisfied that there is a disposition on his part to | 
skulk behind my body from the disgrace in which | 
he has polenteril piavolved himself; and, although | 
he has forfeited all claim at my hands, there is 
something due to his family and to his connec- 
tions; and—unprincipled scoundrel as he is—I | 


profess that lam not here to stand as his pro- || 
tector, but to act as a shield for those who are || 
innocent, and to protect them-from the effects of || 


his acts. 
Under these circumstances, then, I conceive it 


to be nothing more than a public duty to say, || 
weighing calmly and impartially everything con- || 


nected with this, the most disagreeable subject of 
my life, I take this occasion to avow that, under | 


allthe circumstances, and as my mind is at present || 


inclined, | take the statement of Mr. Wendell in 
preference to that of the person referred to in so | 
far as Mr. Wendell denies all complicity in, or | 
knowledge of, the proposition which was made 
to me. 

I shall go no further than that; I conceive it to 
be an act of simple duty; and I do this act of | 
justice to a man whom I never saw in nty life, | 
simply hecause I do not desire hereafter, come 
what may, to let the reflection rest on my con- 
science of having, either knowingly or aieew- 
ingly, done an act of injustice to a man who may 
possibly be innocent. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The question is on | 
proceeding to the election of Printer, I move to 
amend the motion, by substituting the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the Speaker | 
to examine into the laws in relation to the printing for the 
House of Representatives, the prices paid therefor, and the 
duties of the Public Printer, whose duty it shall be to report 
thereon with the least practicable delay, together with such 


change or unprovement therein as they may deem advis- 
able. 


Resolved, further, That until such report and action | 
thereon by this House, the election of Public Printer shall 
be postponed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise toa question of order. 
Is the resolution now before the House? If not, | 
then I object to it, because there is a pending 
proposition, to which it cannot be offered, either 
as an amendment by way of substitute, or other- | 
wise. 

The SPEAKER, The resolution can only be 
received as a substitute for the motion of the gen- | 
tleman from Alabama. The Chair thinks it is in 
order as a substitute. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
you, sir, and this House, that I have no purpose 
to subserve, no interest to promote, no object to 
effect, except that which is in harmony with the 
duty that l owe to myself and to the country. 
itis known to this House—for we are from the | 
people—that there is a very profound complaint | 
existing in the public mind as to the enormous 
expense to the Treasury of this branch of the | 
public service. It is known, also, 1 presume, to 





_ every member of the House, that it is believed 


this enormous expenditure is connected more or | 
less with very large corruption. Under such cir- | 


seme 





I beg to assure 


| 
i} 
} 
i 





| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


| to authorize the cancelment of any contract now or here- | 
i! 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. , 
| 


_ public interests, to institute an investigation into 


cumstances as these, it is our duty as represent- 
atives of the people, and as the guardians of the 


a subject connected so gerely and so seriously 

the country. It is repre- 
sented, and helieved, that there was a profit real- 
ized of forty per cent. upon the public printing 
of this House for the last session. Itis believed, 
sir, that the printing ordered during the last Con- 
gress, amounting to $2,000,000, will pay a profit 
of $800,000. Itis believed that the Public Printer 


| elected to-day could sell his rights and privileges 
for a quarter of a million of dollars, the money |! ance, and I shall be satisfied witht 


to be paid within thirty days after those rights 
are vested. 

Is it possible, under such circumstances, that | 
this House will hesitate to institute an inquiry | 
by which the truth of these allegations and rep- 
resentations are to be ascertained? Isit possible 
that this House can pause for an instant in their 


| course in relation to a subject which involves so 


heavy an expenditure, and one which pays so | 
heavy a profit to the person performing the duty | 
of Public Printer ? | 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I think, if the gentleman | 
will make one modification of his resolution, it | 
will not meet With opposition from any quarter. 
Let us goon and elect a Printer, and then raise a | 
committee to investigate the matter. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understand that | 
suggestion, and I think that the gentleman who 
makes the suggestion, and his friends, must know | 


| that a suggestion of that sort amounts to nothing 


asa measure of reform. We know perfectly well 
that the Public Printer is not only an officer, but | 
an officer who acquires vested rights which cannot | 
be disturbed. Anticipating that this suggestion 
would be made, | came here, not only with the | 
general principles familiar to every lawyer in this | 
Hall, but with the act providing for the appoint- 
ment of a Public Printer, and prescribing his 
rights and duties, in which this very point is pro- 
vided for. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is not the gentleman’s 
proposition a proposition to keep in the present | 
Public Printer? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Now, see how the 
cat jumps! I will read the thirteenth section of 
the act passed in 1852: 

** And be it further enacted, That all acts or joint resolu- 


tions conflicting with the provisions of this act are hereby 
repealed; and nothing herein contained shall be construed | 


tofore entered into with any printer under the law hereto- | 
fore in force, or to abrogate his rights in any way, without 


his consent.”’ 
So, you observe, that the very question in- | 
volved—the vested rightsof the Public Printer— | 
is guarded in the act passed in 1852. 
we go into the election of a Public Printer now, 
the Printer we may elect will acquire rights be- 
yond our reach during the present Congress. He | 
will be able to reap this rich harvest, which has | 
been reaped heretofore by every man who ag 
filled the office of Public Piinenr. Every man, 
within my recollection, who has occupied that 
office, has grown suddenly rich. I say suddenly 
rich, because he has realized a fortune in a year, 
which is seldom acquired only by the labors of a | 
life time. 
It is not my purpose to discuss this subject at | 
large, and I propose now only to answer a single | 
objection. ‘The gentleman from North Carolina | 
[Mr. Cueman] says that the effect of the adop- | 





If, then, || 
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Mr. KEITT. I suppose it is proper that | 
should say I have no purpose to subserve- and 
? 3 and] 
may add, from the manifestations around te 
that the country will be admirably taken care o 
It seems that we are all for the country, and Dot 
for ourselves, or the ‘‘ rest of mankind.” ” 

The proposition now before the House is not 
Mr. Wendell or anybody else. It is whether y 
shall proceed to the election of a Public Printers 
the usual and ordinary way. My friend from 
Virginia (Mr. Smirn) says: “I care nothing aboy, 
this matter; I rise to a question of a import. 

e decision of 
the House.” Very good. I understand, they 
that he cares nothing about Mr. Wendell or any. 
body else, and that he knows no one in the matte; 
But my friend from North Carolina [Mr. Criy¢. 
MAN] said to him, ‘* modify your resolution, ang 
provide for the election of a Public Printer, ang 
the appointment of a committee to inquire after. 
wards.”’ ‘Ay,’ says my friend from Virginia 
6 your party is now in power, and you want you, 
man. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I beg leave to say 
that I have no recollection of having referred to 
‘* vour party.’’ You may say ‘{ your party.” 

Mr. REITT. He hel . = iccndtiin 
this side. ‘‘ Well,’’ said the gentleman from 
North Carolina, ‘*do not you want to keep jy 
the present Public Printer?’? ‘* Now, see how 
it jumps,’’ replied the gentleman from Virginia, 
The other side wants—what? Not the presen 
Public Printer. What does the gentleman from 
Virginia want? He wants the present Public 
| Printer—at least that is the inference from what 
| he says. 

But my friend from Virginia says he would not 
have voted for Wendell until after this attack. 
What does this attack mean? What does the 
gentleman say? That men in two years have 
| grown suddenly rich. Did he not say that we 
had run up our printing bill most extravagantly, 
and that corruption stains it? If, then, corrup- 
| tion stains it, | ask whether corruption does not 
stain the Public Printer? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
be good enough to remember what I said? 

Mr. KEITT. I will try. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I said it wasa 
known fact that the expenses of the public print- 
ing, for the last two years, were of the most 
onerous and enormous character; and I said that 
the impression on the public mind is, that this 
expenditure is the cover of large corruption. That 
is what I said. I expressed no opinion upon the 
subject, for I know nothing about it. 

Mr. KEITT. Exactly; but the gentleman from 
Virginia, in embodying the rumors and impres- 
| sions of the community, gives his sanction to 
them, more or less; and I say that by any ex- 

ression, upon his part, of rumors of corruption, 
ne more or less discolors and stains the character 
of the Printer. These charges of corruption, by 
implication, come now from those who are de- 
fending Mr. Wendell—not from those said to 
have made the charges. The gentleman says he 
would not have voted for Mr. Wendell until the 
charges were made. If the charges for the public 
printing have been onerous—the gentleman did 
notsay unjust, but that isa necessary inference— 
or if there has been an unusual and unnecessary 
quantity of printing done, and in this way the bill 
| has been run up, then the error lies somewhere; 








tion of this resolution will be to keep in office the || itdies either,in this House, in the Committee on 


present Printer. Somebody must do the work. 

he resolution I have had the honor to submit, 
provides for the appointment of a committee whose 
duty it shall be to make a report without unne- 
cessary delay. All parties will be interested to 
bring the matter to a termination at the earliest 
possible moment. In view of the heavy expend- | 
iture in printing, it béBomes the duty of the ma- | 
jority of this House, as also itis the duty of the | 
minority, to concur in areform by which this bur- 
den is to be taken, to some extent, from a Treas- 
sury now almost exhausted. 

I have submitted this view of the subject be- 
cause I deemed it my duty. I shall be perfectl 
content with the decision of the House. Each | 
member will give his vote upon his own respons- 
ibility, and to that decision I am perfectly willing 
to leave the subject. Thank God I have no per- | 


Printing, or inthe Public Printer. Bring it down 
as you may, it must come toa charge against the 
House, the Public Printer, or the Committee on 
Printing. Well, sir, lam willing to investigate 
the matter; but while we are investigating charges 
here of extraordinary extravagance on the part 
of the Printer, sha!l we continue him in office’ 
We are asked to postpone the election in order 
that we may examine into this matter. If it be of 
sufficient magnitude to make us hold our hand, |8 
it not of sufficient magnitude for us to get some- 
body else to carry on the printing ad interim ? 
M: . SMITH, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
a statement to the gentleman just at this poin'; 
and I desire to doit betause it is known to all the 
members of the House that I was one of the warm 
friends of Mr. Wendell. I did not do him much 
goed but I did all I could for him, because | 


sonal feeling, and no purpose to subserve in the | lieve him to be an honest man, and a goo 
matter. | printer. I state here, by his authority, that he 
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Mr. FLORENCE, the chairman of the com- | 


il 


Mr. GROW. I object to the gentleman with- 


py, the action of the Democratic caucus, and that || mittee, reported that the committee had performed | drawing it with the condition that he shall have 
; i 


he supports the nominee of that caucus. 

Mr. KEITT. Oh, I suppose so. I am only | 
areuing against the suggestions of the gentleman | 
from Virginia. I have no doubt the Democratic | 
sarty Will stick to their nominee. Those who | 
sacl as well as I do what good disciplinarians | 
they are, will have no doubt about that. Ido) 
not belong to that party myself. I am a sort of 
outsider. I did not go into the caucus. Iam not | 
bound by its decision. I shall vote for its nom- 
inee because he suits me: if he had not done so, 
[ should have voted against him, 1am arguing 
now only against the proposition of the gentle- | 
man from Virginia for a postponement of the elec- 
tion. Isay that if there is any necessity at all 
for a postponement upon the ground which has 
been stated by him, then we should at once get | 
rid of the present Printer, and elect some one to | 
fill his place ad interim. Why not then accept 
the proposition of the gentleman from North | 
Carolina, [Mr. Crineman]—go on now andelect | 
a Printer ad interim, and then raise a committee 
of investigation afterwards. I believe, sir, I will 
move the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
man will let me say a word or two. 
clad of the remark made by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Smiru,] because it shows that 
I have no connection with Mr. Wendell. 

Mr. KEITT. Oh, I did not charge that you 
had any. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


| 
| 


T hope the gentle- | 


electa Printer pro tempore, and not for the Con- 
gress. Ido mot care who he may be. But my 
object is to prevent an election for the entire Con- 


gress, giving vested rights, and placing any re- | 


form beyond the power of the House. Can any 
gentleman who really desires the good of the coun- 
try, and sound, healthy reform in the public ex- 
penditures, object to that? Can the gentleman 
from South Carolina object to it? 

I have already read a section from the act cre- 


ating the existing establishment, to show that | 


Congress itself has guarded the rights that may 
vest in this officer at his election, and provided 
that they shall not be taken away from him. I 


say again, that I have no personal interest in the | 
Gentlemen can see, from | 


world in this matter. 
the statement made by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Smiru,] that I am in connection with 
nobody. I did not even consult a colleague or 
brother member upon this question. 
own movement, and, thank God! I am very much 
in the habit of acting just as I please. 

Mr. SMITH, of ‘Tennessee. 


the organization of the House. I am satisfied 
that it willdo harm and no good. I think that 
all these imputations of corruption that go out in 
every direction against both sides are only bring- 


ing discredit upon Congress, are doing no good | 
to the country, and are stopping up and clogging | 


the business of the House. Asa friend of Mr. 


Wendell, I state that he stands by the action of | 
the caucus, and will not inquire into the means || 


by which the nomination was obtained. I do not 
know Mr. Steadman. I wasvery much mortified 


at Mr, Wendell’s defeat. But the best way, in my | 


judgment, is togoonandelectaPrinter. Letus 
1ave no distraction in the House as we had two 
a ago. And then, if aninvestigation is needed, 


et a committee be raised; and, as a friend of Mr. | 
Wendell, I say that he bids defiance to all who |, 
charge him with corruption. I am for Mr. Stead- | 


man, and I am in favor of going on with the elec- 
tion of a Public Printer now, and having no wran- 


gle here, which can have the effect only to bring | 


discredit apn the House of Representatives. 
Mr. KEITT. I will now yield the floor to the 


gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovston,] to | 


enable him to modify his resolution. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. | 


The Committee on the part of the House, ap- 
pointed yesterday to wait upon the President of 
the United States and inform him of the assem- 


bling and organization of Congress, and that the | 


ouse was prepared to receive any communica- 


tion he desired to make, appeared at the bar; when | 


Iam very | 


| 
It shows that I had 
no purpose to subserve his interests. Now I shall | 
be perfectly satisfied if gentlemen will agree to | 


It is my || 


I desire to say a || 
word, because I am very anxious that we shall 
not get into a wrangle at this time in reference to | 


the duty assigned to them, and that the President | 


cate to the House a message in writing. 
ELECTION OF PUBLIC PRINTER-——AGAIN. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to modify my | 
motion, and put it in the form of a resolution; | 
not that I believe in the correctness of the con- || 
clusions of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. || 

| Smiru,} for Ido not. I have no doubt we have 
the power at any time to reduce or in any way 
change the rates of pay or any other part of the 
law regulating that subject, but I do not wish to || 
argue the question with him at this time, because 
I do not want to consume the time of the House 
in useless debate; nor do I want to see those with || 
whom I act seem to be placed in opposition to || 
| ample and proper reforms in the eye printing. ° 
| I am willing that the matter shall be investigated. 
| If abuses exist, let them be exposed, and let the 
law be so modified as to secure the public inter- 


| 
| 





ests, and to secure, as far as we can, the fidelity || 


and good conduct of the officer we may elect. I 
do not desire to comment at ali upon the very ex- 
traordinary zeal of the gentlenaan from Virginia, 
[Mr.Smirn.] New lights seem to have broken in | 
upon the vision of my distinguished friend, who, 
notwithstanding he has been for many years a 
|| member of the House of Representatives, has until 
now remained perfectly quiet, and even silent, | 
|, upon the subject of the enormous profits of the | 
Public Printer. I will pass that by for the pres- 
‘ent. I propose to modify my resolution,so as 
to put it in a shape to which there can, | think, 
be no objection, and I will accept, as an addition 
to it, the first part of the resolution offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia. 
Mr. Hovsron’s resolutions, as modified, are 
as follows: | 


Resolved, That the House now proceed to the election of | 
a Printer for the House of Representatives during the Thir- | 
|; ty-Fifth Congress, with the proviso that the House retains 
the right in Congress to modity the existing law on the sub- 
ject of public printing, as it may see proper, the Printer | 


who may be elected under this resolution receiving said ap- | 


pointment or election with and upon the condition above 
set forth. 

Resolwed, Thata committee be appointed by the Speaker 
to examine into the laws in relation to the printing for the | 
House of Representatives, the prices paid therefor, and the 
duties of the Public Printer, whose duty it shall be to report 
thereon, with the least practicable delay, together with such 
change or improvement therein as they may deem advis- 
able. 


Mr. KEITT. 
|| tion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I am willing to 
withdraw the last resolution; but I take this occa- 
|| sion, while I am on the floor 

The SPEAKER. Debateisnotinorder. The 
gentleman from South Carolina has moved the 
previous question. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I rise toa 
|| question of order. It is, that this last resolution 
|| which was offered as an amendment, is not in 
| order, as it proposes a modification on the part 
of the House which would dispense with the law 
of the land. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thatisa matter of construc- 
tion for the House, and not for the Speaker. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I wish to 
discuss the question of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I suggest that debate can- 
not exist on the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is very well aware 
of that. The gentleman from Kentucky cannot 
discuss the question of order. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I can draw 
attention, I suppose, to the question of order, so 
as to make it understood. 
| TheSPEAKER, The gentleman can state his 
point of order. 
| Mr. MARSHALL,@f Kentucky. I hope the 
|| gendeman will indulge me so far as not te call the 
|| previous question, and let me state my question 
|| of order, that the House may understand it. I 
| do not raise it from captious motives, or from any 
other desire than that the House may not do what 
in my opinion would be a vain act. 

Mr. KEITT withdrew the call for the previous 
question. 


| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The gen- 
| 


I now call the previous ques- 





|| the eall for the previous question, L wish to call 
the attention of the House-—— 


| 
| 


tleman froma South Carolina having withdrawn || 


it || the floor again. I object to gentlemen farming 
had replied that he would immediately communi- |}: 


out the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Before the gentleman from 
Kentucky proceeds, the Chair desires to under- 
stand whether the previous question has been 
withdrawn ? 

Mr. KEITT. It is withdrawn for the time 
being; but l hold the floor. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then I object. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. It is a 


| matter of construction whether the gentleman 
| holds the floor or not. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would notify the 


gentleman from South Carolina that he cannot 


hold the floor, objection being made to it, if he 
withdraws the previous question. 

Mr. KEITT, (to Mr. Marsuatt.) Will you 
renew it? 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The eighth 
| section of the law as it stands is this: 


“There shall be elected a Public Printer for each House 
of Congress, to do the public printing for the Congress for 
Which he or they may be chosen.” 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 


The annual message, in writing, of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, was here received by 
| the hands of his Private Secretary. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. Lhope the message will 
| be read at once by consent of the House. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to ask whether, if the 
| message be read now, it will be open to discus- 

sion while this question stands pending? 

The SPEAKER. When the question arises 
| the Chair will decide it. 
| Mr.GROW. Then I will object to the read- 
| ing of the message. I desire to state my point. 

Here is a question pending before the House. 
| Now, if the message come in and be read by 
| unanimous consent 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. GROW. 
order. 

The SPEAKER. There is no point of order 
| before the House, except that of the gentleman 

fram Kentucky, [Mr. Marsmatu.] 

Mr. GROW. I make a point of order on the 
reading of the message. 

The SPEAKER. There can be no point of 
order raised, inasmuch as the House is already 
entertaining one point of order raised by the gen- 
|| tleman from Kentucky. The message can only 
| be read by unanimous consent. If objection be 
| made, it cannot be read. 

Mr. GROW. I would state my objection to 
be because the message cannot be open to be acted 
| upon till this other question is disposed of. If 
there be unanimous consent that it should be, 
| then I make no objection. I do not object to 
| having it read if it be left open for debate. 

‘(| The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
| gentleman from Pennsylvania to object to the 
message being read. 

| Mr.GROW. The Chair does not understand 
the gentleman from Pennsy!vania, I made no 
objection to the reading, if it be read by unani- 
mous consent, and left open for action, 

The SPEAKER. But if not, you do object. 

Mr. GROW. Yes. 

The SPEAKER. Exactly, That is what the 
Chair understood. 

Several Members. 
made. 
| The SPEAKER. 
report the message. 

The message was then read. 
| in the Appendix. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
| message be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and be printed; and on 
| that I ask the previous question. 

|| Mr. BANKS. I wish the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to so far modify his motion as to provide 
| that one copy of the message and reports of the 
Secretaries be printed for each member of the 
*| House, so that we shall have them in two or three 
| days, at furthest. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We could not have 
| them so early, I suppose. 

Mr. BANKS. { mean only copies of the mes- 
sage and of the reports of the heads of the De- 
| partments. We could have them in two or three 
|, days. Otherwise we may have to wait for eight 





No debate is in order. 
I want to state my point of 





There is no objection 
Very well. The Clerk will 
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or ten weeks. 
indeed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is a depart- 
ure from the general rule, and I do not wish it. 

Mr. BANKS. lI ask the House to vote down 
the call for the previous question till the amend- 
ment I have suggested be put in. 

Mr. BOYCE. I move that twenty thousand 
extra copies be printed. 

The SPEAKER. That motion would of neces- 
ony ge to the Committee on Printing. 

r. BOYCE. 

reference to the President’s message. 

Mr. BANKS. lLask leave to present an amend- | 


The expense would be very slight 


ment, providing that the message and reports of | ting an abstract of returns of registered American || 


the Secretaries shall be printed, one copy for 
each member of the House, so that we can have 
them in two or three days. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As the gentleman | 
from Massachusetts seems to have some interest | 
in it, | have no objection to his proposition. I 
accept it. 

Mr. Bours’: peapeelyye. as accepted by Mr. | 
Jones, was read as follows: 

That the President’s message and the reports of the Sec- 
retaries of the Departments be printed together—one copy | 
for each member of the House. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
Mr. Jones’s motion, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the motion was agreed 
to, and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BOYCE. I move that twenty thousand 
extra copies of the President’s message and ac- | 
companying documents be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The motion will be referred | 
to the Committee on Printing. 





EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The annual re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state 
of the finances, equally important with any other | 
document we shall have, I understand is upon 
the Speaker’s table. It is not necessary that it 
should be read, and I ask thatit be ordered to be | 
printed. | 

The SPEAKER. [If it is the pleasure of the | 
House, the Chair will present the annual report | 
of the Secretary of the Treasury upon the state | 
of the finances. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that it be | 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr, FLORENCE. It has been the practice 
to order an extra number of the President’s mes- 
sage and accompanying documents to be printed. 
There is no Committee, as yet, upon Printing. 
I desire to expedite this work, and by a resolu- 
tion of the House it can go immediately to the 
Public Printer. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remark that | 
the law requires that a motion to print an extra 


} 
| 


mittee on Printing. As soon as the committee 
is organized it must be taken up by them. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It has been the practice to 
print the message and accompanying ieoneiaete 
without referring the matter to the committee. 

The SPEAKER. An order to print the usual 
number has already been made. 

Mr. FLORENCE. But not for extra numbers. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that twenty | 
thousand copies of the report of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury upon the finances be printed for the 
use of the House, and one thousand copies for 
the use of the Secretary. 

The motion was referred, under the rule, to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose it is the 
duty of that committee to report a resolution for 
printing extra numbers. 

TheSPEAKER. The subject-matter is brought | 
to the attention of the committee by motions made | 
in the House, which motions will be referred to.| 
the Committee on Printing as soon as organ- 
ized. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose when 


| 


No, not necessarily; not in 





the report comes in it will be time to make objec- 
tion in reference to printing extra mumbers, I 
desire to break up the habit of printing extrava- 

gant numbers of public documents. | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 believe it is the 

| law, and not the rule of this House, which re- 

quires all motions to printextra numbers to go to 

the Committee on Printing. Whenthe committee 
reports, the subject is open for discussion, and the 

| House can determine what they will have. 

' ‘The SPEAKER then, by unanimous consent, 


| laid before the House the following communica- | 


tions; which were severally laid upon the table, 


| and ordered to be printed: 


A communication from the Departmentof State, 


showing the expenditure of the contingent fund of | 


that Department, and other contingent expenses; 
A letter from the Secretary of State, transmit- 


seamen for the year ending September 30, 1857; 
and 


A communication from the Secretary of the In- 


expenses of that Department. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTER. 


The SPEAKER. The message and accom- 
panying documents being disposed of, the gen- 


tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Marsuatt] is enti- | 


tled to the floor. 


Mr. KEITT. I wish it understood that I yield || 


the floor to the gentleman from Kentucky upon 


| one condition—that he renews the call for the | 


previous question after he closes his remarks. 
Otherwise I do not yield the floor. 
man from Kentucky wants this discussion to go 
on; I do not want it to proceed. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I do not 


want any question with the gentleman as to 


whether lam upon the floor; nordo I understand | 
that it is competent for him to say whether I have 


the floor or not. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair asked the ques- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
whether he yielded the floor? The Chair under- 
stood that he did, and upon that understanding 
| recognized the gentleman from Kentucky. The 
objection of the gentleman from South Carolina 
comes too late, the gentleman from Kentucky 
being upon the floor unconditionally. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 





order, and, therefore, I shall not discuss the pro- 


priety of electing a Public Printer at this time. | 
| The only object I have in view is to bring the 


| House toa proper conclusion on the amendment. 


My point of order is framed upon the proposition || 


| contained in the eighth section of the law of 1852, 
which reads as follows: 


| ** There shall be elected a Public Printer for each House 
of Congress to do the public printing for Congress for which 


| he or they may be chosen, and such printing for the Exec- | 


utive Departments and bureaus of the Government of the 


following rates of compensation shall be paid,”? &c. 


| The modification of the original proposition of 
|, the gentleman from Virginia, and which the gen- 


tleman from Alabama appears to have accepted, 


|| proposes that this House shall go into the elec- 
number of any document shall go to the Com- | 


tion of a Public Printer, and that he shall take an 
| office, created by law, with a condition put upon 
| it by the House—af of which is clearly illegal 
| and improper; and, although it might sound one 
wae to the country, it will mean a different thing 
under the construction which will be put upon it 
_ by the courts. In other words, if the Chair shall 

rule it in order, and the House adopt the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Virginia, as mod- 
ified, it will be no more nor less than going into 





| the election of a Public Printer now; and I sug- 


| gest to the party having the power of the House, 

that the resolution will read more gracefully and 

| more pean: if they will say that they intend 

| to elect a Public Printer, and that he shall have 

| what by law belongs to him. 

| Mr. BOCOCK obtaingd the floor. 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. My desire is,to get 

| before the House the proposition as I designed to 
modify it. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. _It is my proposition. 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. modify my own 

proposition. I propose to retain my proposition 
as it originally stood. 

| Mr, HOUSTON. 


I rise to a point of order. 


| The gentleman from Virginia withdrew his prop- 


osition after 1 modified mine; and the previous 


question having been called, he has no right to 
renew it now. 





terior, transmitting a statement of the contingent | 


The gentle- | 


I obtained | 
the floor for the purpose of making a point of | 


United States as may be delivered to him or them, to be | 
printed by the Superintendent of the Publie Printing. The | 










Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I only agreed , 
| withdraw one branch of tt and the previous suse 
| tion has not been sustained, nor is it pendine. 1 
|| ask, in all justice, to be allowed to modify m 
|| own proposition. I believe members have tha 


| mget 
| he SPEAKER. The Chair, upon inquiring 
of the Clerk, is informed that the gentleman frog, 
| Virginia was not understood to withdraw his 
| amendment. - 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Certainly po 
Upon reflection, I conclude to modify my firs, 
| proposition. That is done every day. 
_ there will be no objection. 

Mr. KEITT. TI object. 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I contend that | 

|| have the right to do so. 

|| The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to knoy 
whether the gentleman did withdraw his propo. 

sition or not? If he did, of course there can bp 

no modification. If he did not, he can modify his 

ee 

‘| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 

|| my proposition, sir. 


I hope 





I did not withdraw 
I only agreed to a partial 
| modification of one of the resolutions which | 
| offered, and it was accepted by the gentleman 
| from Alabama. I propose now to modify my 
resolution. My main resolution—the first one— 
| is still before the House. I never gave it up x 
\| all, nor did I undertake to do it. 
Mr. BOCOCK. I must claim the floor now; 
| but if, at the conclusion of my remarks, my col- 
league appeals to me to yield ies the floor, I will 
do so. I want to go on now and say what | 
|| have to say. 

And, in the first place, in relation to the posi- 
tion taken by the gentleman from Kentucky, |Mr. 
Marsuatt,] I wish to say that it is a question of 
legal construction, and nota pointof order. Ido 
|| not contend for a single moment, Mr. Speaker, 
that a resolution of this House can repeal a law; 
but the fact that a resolution of this House cannet 
repeal a law of the land does not deprive us of the 
parliamentary power to pass the resolution. | 
|| Say, then, it is not a question of order, butit isa 
|| question of construction. 

Having thus disposed of that matter, I wish to 
|| state furthermore, that in relation to many of the 
|| positions taken by my colleague [Mr.Smiru] inthe 
remarks which he made this morning, and in the 
objects to the accomplishment of which his reso- 
lutions look, I entirely and cordially sympathize. 
jut I must confess that I have my doubts if the 
extraordinary amounts are paid for the public 
|| printing which my colleague says. I have my 
|| doubts whether my colleague could find a man 
willing, as soon as the election of a Printer is 
made, to pay $250,000 for the contract for print- 
ing. He may think so; he may have been told 
so; but when the money came to be raised he 
would find that he was mistaken. 

But what I wish to say in relation to this matter 
is, that I do not understand the law to which my 
colleague has referred, and to which the gentle- 
man from Kentucky has referred, as_ depriving 
this House of the power, at any time it chooses, 
| of altering, modifying, and reducing the rates paid 
|| to the Public Printer. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 


|| attention of gentlemen to the language of the law. 











The law provides that a Public Printer shal! be 
|| elected for the Congress, but it does not say that 
the rates of pay for the Congress shall be so and 
so. The law provides that a Public Printer shall 
|| be elected for the Congress, but it declares in gen- 
|| eral terms that the prices of printing shall be so 
| and so, all the time leaving it at the power of 
Congress. Suppose, sir, an office is created which 
is to be held for life, and the rates of pay of that 
office are fixed at a certain amount: does that, | 
ask you, preclude the legislative authorities of the 
country forever from reducing those rates of pay? 
Not at all, sir; not at all. e, Mr. Speaker, are 
elected to the Congress of the United States for 
two years. We come here ata certain rate of 
pay. By our own action during the last Congress 
we increased that rate of pay. I submit it to my 
colleague, and to gentlemen upon this floor, if we 
had a right to increase our regular pay, had not 
wea right also to reduce that pay? The law says, 
in general terms, that the rates of pay shall be so 
onl so, and such and such, but it does not say 
how long they shall be so; it does not say that 

they shall remain the rates of pay during the 
| Congress, or even during a session. The law 
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gore provides that the pay shall be so and so || of 
until otherwise provided by law. 

And not only so, Mr. Speaker, but I stand here 
authorized to say in behalf of the gentleman who 











| to-day. 

this House. You have brought up your cost of 
| | printing—as has been alleged to-day by the gen- 
has been nominated by the Democratic party as |, tleman from Virginia—to $2,000,000. And how 
1g candidate for Public Printer, that that is his || is the reform tobegin? Not by making charges 
construction of the law, and that he willinterpose || of corruption and malfeasance against your offi- 
no objection to any modification that may here- || cer acting under your orders. A person wants 
after be made. : | a book printed; he comes to this House, and a 

Now, sir, if these things be so, why, I ask, || ae ra of this House order one, two, or three 
should not we proceed at once to an organization || hundred thousand copies of it printed. Thus 
of this House? Why should we keep the House || the Government printing office is converted into 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


13 





a 


ublic printing that has been commented on | He also presented a resolution of the Legisla- 
The abuse begins with the orders of || ture of California in favor of the speedy construc- 


tion ofa national railroad from the valley of the 
Mississippi to some point in California; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed.’ 
He also presented a resolution of the Legisla- 
ture of California in favor of the establishment 
of certain mail routes in that State; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. PUGH gave notice of his intention to ask 


aitated in relation to the subject? Why not || a great book manufactory; and to-day we send |! leave to introduce a bill for the improvement of 


conclude our organization and go to work? And, || over this country book after book that is hardly || 
as gentlemen have said frequently, why not show || worth the paper on which it is printed. I] 
It is the order of the House of Representatives, || 


to the country the great contrast between the ex- | 
ecutive power of the party to which we belong, and || and your Printer is entitled to his pay for the 
that which controlled this House in the last Con- 1} books which you order. Then let the reform 
cress of the United States? Instead of taking || begin here by curtailing this enormous expend- | 
weeks and weeks to organize, let us complete our || iture, by ceasing your orders for publishing 
organization here on the second day of the ses- || books, and by discontinuing the plan of convert- 
sion, and then I pledge to my colleague my cor- || ing the Government printing office into a rival | 
dial codperation to ferret out corruption and ex- | establishment of the book manufactories of the 
travagance and everything hostile, as far as we | country. [am against all printing that is not in 
can find it out, to the public interests. I promised || the direct legitimate line of the Government busi- 
to yield him the floor at the conclusion of my | ness. 

remarks, if he desired it. Mr. SAVAGE. [rise to a point of order. I 

Messrs. SMITH of Virginia, and GROW, || do not think that this discussion is at all perti- 
simultaneously addressed the Speaker, who as- || nent to the question that we have got before us. 
signed the floor to the latter. || 1 have submitted to it a good while. I would 

“Mr. BOCOCK. I have not yet yielded the || rather have the execution of the order than have 
floor. this discussion. I think the gentleman from 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood that || Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] has said enough to 
the gentleman had done so. 

Mr. BOCOCK. No, sir; but I will yield it 
now for a moment or two to my colleague, [Mr. 
Smira.] 

Mr. GROW. ° 
the floor on one side of the House ail day. 
not fair. nent to the subject before the House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not want to Mr. GROW. I have no more remarks to | 
make a speech. Just let me get my resolutions || make. 
before the House in the form in which [ desire || simply to call the attention of members to the 
them to stand. My proposition, the House will || origin of the abuses they are complaining of. I 
recollect, involved the postponement of this elec- || promised the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bo- 
tion until a certain examination,could be made. 
The second resolution, partially carrying out that || the floor, after trying for it all day, that I would 
design, was, at the suggestion made by the gentle- || call the previous question. I therefore do so, 
man from Alabama, | Mr. Heeicen.| widlaen || 
by me, or rather, I submitted to his modification; || they like. 
but, upon reflection, I am satisfied that my views | Mr. RITCHIE. 
cannot be carried out without the adoption of that || now adjourn. 
second resolution in a somewhat modified shape, | The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
and I ask that it be now read as I have modified it. | three o’clock and fifteen minutes, p. m.) the 

Mr. BOCOCK. With the understanding that || House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, 
my colleague’s proposition shall be read, [ now | m. 
call the previous question. 

Mr. GROW. lLask the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia to withdraw the call. I do not propose to | 
enter into a discussion with reference to the can- | 
didates for Printer, but I desire to say a word or 
two upon the subject of the public printing. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Iam willing to withdraw the 
call, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania will 


renew it when he has concluded his remarks. 


Mr.GROW. Ido not liketodo that. Ishall | Senate the annual report of the Secretary of the 
not ike five eaihutes || Treasury on the state of the finances; which was, 


Several Mempers, (to Mr. Bocock.) Insist  tahde, end be printed. 


on the previou tion. 1] t " 
Mr ROW, STUER cubeut to do it. if it is || He also laid before the Senate, a letter of the 
i ; ' Secretary of State, communicating, in obedience 


necessar i tain the floo 

of the F $s Pi a a Derpen to poten ¢ F |i to law, an abstract of returns of American sea- 
Mr. BOCOCK. I withdraw the demand for || ™e"3; Which was, on motion of Mr, Sewanrp, or- 

the previous question || dered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


The resolutions offered by Mr Suitn, of Vir- || . He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
> ’ 


meet what has been said on this side. My point 
of order is, that the discussion is irrelevant to the 
question before the House. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


I object to this farming out of 
are in order. 


It is 


I move that the House do 


| IN SENATE. 

} 

| Prayer by Rev. Steruen P. Hirt. 

The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 


| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
| 


He thinks they are directly perti- || 


I have been seeking the floor to-day ] 


cock,] as the only way by which I could obtain || 


and leave it with the House to vote it down if | 


| 
Wenpnespay, December 9, 1857. | 
| 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 


|| on motion of Mr. Biees, ordered to lie on the | 


ginia, as modified by him, were then read, as | 
follows: \| 
Resolved, That a committee of be appointed by the 
Speaker to examine into the laws in relation to the printing || 
for the House of Representatives, the prices paid therefor, 
and the duties of the Public Printer, whose duty it shall be | 
to report thereon with the least practicable delay, together | 
with such change or improvement therein as they may deem 
advisable. | 
“ind be it further resolved, That until such report and | 
action thereon by this House, the election of Public Printer 
shall be postponed ; and that, in the mean time, the Clerk 
of the House shall have such printing executed on the best 
terms practicable as may be required by the House. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I withdraw | 
my point of order to the resolutions as modified. | 
Ir. GROW. It is not my purpose, Mr. 
Speaker, to prolong this debate, nor to enter into 








'| during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1857, in- | 


'| foreign intercourse; which was, on motion of | 
Mr. Hamu, ordered to lie on the table, and be | 





any discussion in regard to the person who should 
be selected as Printer of this Hoase. I have only 
Sought the floor to say one word on the abuse 


Secretary of State, made in obedience to law, | 
showing the disbursements of that Department || 


cluding disbursements for contingent expenses of | 
printed. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That W. G. Bucknor, executor of John J. Bu- 
low, jr., have leave to withdraw his petition and papers. 


RESOLUTIONS OF CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. GWIN presented a resolution of the Legis- || 





|| lature of California in favor of the payment of the || 


claim of A. M. Winn, for money expended by || 
him for charitable purposes in the city of Sacra- || 
mento, California, in 1849 and 1850; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 








navigation at the falls of the Ohio river. 

Also, a bill to provide for the survey of the 
Ohio river, and its principal tributaries. 

Also, a bill to authorize writs of error in all 
cases prosecuted by indictment. 

Mr. GWIWN gave notice of his intention to ask , 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize and facilitate 
the construction ef a northern, a southern, and 
a central Pacific railroad and magnetic telegraph 

| through the Territories of the United States. 

Also, a bill to organize the Territory of Ari- 
zonia, and to create the office of surveyor general 

| therein, to provide for the examination of certain 
land claims, to grant donations to actual settlers, 

| to survey the public and private lands, and for 
other purposes. 


i} CHAPLAINS TO THE SENATE. 
| Mr. MASON, 


I submitted a resolution the 
| other day upon the subject of Chaplains to the 
| Senate, which, unless any gentleman wishes 
| further time to consider the subject, I ask to have 


| taken up for action. 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the following resolution, submitted by 
Mr. Mason on Monday last: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate be author- 
ized and requested to invite such clergymen as the office 
may be acceptable to, to officiate as Chaplains to the Senate 
during the present session, and in such aiternation as may 

be agreeable to them. 


| Mr. COLLAMER. This resolution requests 
the President to invite all clergymen to whom the 
office may be acceptable to officiate as Chaplains. 
It seems to me that it will be somewhat impracti- 
cable to carry it out, and that it will give a great 
deal of trouble to our President. The office might 
|| be acceptable to clergymen from every part of the 

Union visiting friends here, and that would be 
| constantly interfering with any arrangement 
| which might be made with the clergymen of the 
|| city on whom we could rely. If we relied on the 
'| clergymen of the city, they could arrange among 
|| themselves the order in which they should offi- 
| ciate; whereas, if the invitation be extended to 
| all clergymen, we never can know when they are 
| to attend and when not. I therefore move that 
| the words *‘ of the city of Washington’”’ be in- 
| serted after the word ‘* clergymen.” 
|| Mr. MASON. It would be better to insert the 
|| words ** of the District of Columbia.” 
Mr. COLLAMER. I have no objection to 
|| that. 
| Mr. MASON. I accept the modification. I 
| have no choice in the matter one way or the other. 
|| I offered the resolution in order that we might 
|| dispose, in this general way, of the subject of a 
|| Chaplain to the Senate. Every Senator, | have 
| no doubt, has had some experience (I think it is 
very unfortunate, but perhaps it is incident to the 
|| subject-matter) that a sort of competition has 
|| grown up by the usage of the Senate in electing 
|| a Chaplain, which I have thought is not altogether 
consistent with the office of a clergyman or a 
pastor. I will not say, by any means, a compe- 
tition so much among the clergymen themselves, 
perhaps, as amongst Senators, who desire to pre- 
fer particular persons; but the fact is that it has 
become a matter of that kind, and it is not en- 
tirely agreeable to me, certainly, and I dare say is 
not to other Senators, to have that state of things 
existing. F 

My idea of the practice that will arise under 
this resolution, especially now, since it is confined 
to the clergymen of the District of Columbia, is 
that the President of the Senate, at the commence - 
ment of each session of Congress, will submit to 
the clergymen of the District that those to whom 
the office may be agreeable shall arrange among 
themselves and prescribe the mode in which they 
shall alternate, in order that we may have their 
services every morning as usual, and that the 


| 
| 
' 
1] 
| 








= a 


service so proffered shall be gratuitous—which is || by charity, who take their staff and walk abroad, 
the true footing, I have always understood, of a 
Whether there may not 
be a proper acknowledgment of the services of || ma ! 
these gentlemen at the end of the session, every || the stationed clergy receive regular salaries or || 
Senator will decide for himself. My own opinion |! compensation for their services. 


clergyman’s position, 


is fixed on that point. 


Mr. BIGGS. Mr. President, 1 understand, || expect that the clergymen of this city, purely for || 
from the remarks of the honorable Senator from | 


Virginia, that the design and object of this reso- || of serving God, will come here and open our || 


lution is substantially to abolish the office of 
Chaplain as it has heretofore existed under the 
practice of the Senate, and to invite the clergymen 
of this District to open the daily sessions of this 
House with prayer. I am apprehensive, how- 
ever, that there may be some difficulty in attain- 
ing this object, on account of the wording of the 
resolution. Iam glad thatthe Senator from Vir- 
ginia has introduced this resolution. Itseems to 
me a very appropriate one, in view of all the cir- 
cumstances that surround the Senate and the 
ywractice that has heretofore obtained on the sub- 
ject. I would suggest, however, in order to avoid 
any difficulty hereafter, that the resolution be 


amended so as to attain, beyond all doubt, what } 
is desired by orn as well as, I believe, by the | 


Senator from Virginia, by adding to it the words: 
** And that the office of Chaplain of the Senate 
is hereby abolished.’’ 

Mr. MASON. I do not understand that there 
is any such office as Chaplain to the Senate. | 
do not remember whether there is a rule on the 
subject; but the usage of the Senate has been (in 
conformity, 1 suppose, to the general public 
opinion of the land) that our duties here should 
be commenced by a proper appeal to the Al- 
mighty every morning; but I do not look upon it 
as an office. I certainly do not at all contemplate 
interfering with the usage of opening our delibera- 
tions in the morning with Divine services; but on 
the contrary, to continue itand to place it on what 
seems to me a more reputable and more proper 
footing. If the honorable Senator were to offer 


a proposition to abolish the office, it would per- | 


haps engender some difference of opinion among 
Senators, which | would rather avoid. 

Mr. BIGGS. My objectis precisely the same 
as that of the Senator from Virginia. I am de- 
cidedly with him as to the manner of opening the 
daily sessions with prayer. I think it is entirely 
proper. But if l understand the usage of the Sen- 
ate, connected with the rules of this body and 
some joint resolutions that have been passed by 
both Houses, the office of Chaplain is recognized. 
So far as lam concerned, my object will be at- 
tained if the effect of this resolution be to rid us 
of the office without introducing any amendment 
at all—and I understand the Senator from Virginia 
in the resolution designs that. That being the 
design and effect of the resolution, my object is 
accomplished. 

Mr. MASON. If there be any rule in relation 
to the Chaplain, I ask that the Chair direct it to 
be read; and if it be inconsistent with this resolu- 
tion, I propose to repeal it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There isa joint rule on the 
subject between the two Houses. 

The Secrerarr.s It is a provision passed at 
each session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
not aware of any rule for the joint action of both 
Houses on this subject. , 

Mr. MASON. I was not. 

Mr. CLAY. Iam opposed to the adoption of 
this resolution, believing, as I do, that it will 
wove both unwise and Inexpedient in practice. 

he Senator from North Carolina, as | under- 
stand him, contemplates procuring the services 
of a Chaplain, without any remuneration what- 
ever. Ido not so understand the Senator from 
Virginia. I think we should not ‘“ muzzle the ox 
that treadeth out the corn.’’ I believe that ‘* the 
laborer is worthy of his hire.’’ I think we shall 
find, if we adopt this resolution, and it shall be 
construed as it is understood by the Senator from 
North Carolina, that patriotism will fail, that even 
religion will fail, to induce men to come here every 
morning gratuitously to pray for this body. I 
think, if we intend and desire to have the sessions 
of this body opened with daily prayer, we can only 
achieve that desire by employing and paying a 
man for the parpose. I do not myself see apy 
serious objection to that. In these degenerate 
days, | know none of the clergy who live purely 
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| him yesterday, to print the President’s messag, 
getting their daily meals and their clothing, as || and accompanying documents, with fifteen thou. 
wayfaring men, from every good Samaritan mer || sand extra copies. 
y meet. I know, in my own State, that all Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, when yes. 
terday the President’s message was read at the 

_ I understand || Clerk’s desk, I heard it but imperfectly, and | 
| that it is so in this city. What right have we to |, was of the impression that the President of the 
United States had approved and indorsed the 

action of the Lecompton convention in Kansas 
Under that impression, 1 felt it my duty to state 
_ that, while I concurred in the general views of the 
|| message, yet, so far as it approved or indorsed 
} the action of that convention, I entirely dissented 
|| from it, and would avail myself of an early oppor. 
| tunity to state my reasons for my dissent. Upon 
ja more careful and critical examination of the 
| message, I am rejoiced to find that the Presiden 
of the United States has not recommended that 
Congress shall pass a law to receive Kansas into 











the honor of the thing, or purely for the sake || 


sessions with service without any compensation || 
| whatever? There is an old adage, and a ver 
| true one, that ‘* what is everybody’s business is 
|| nobody’s business;”’ and, if we adopt the resolu- 
| tion of the gentleman from Virginia, and empower | 
|| you, sir, or the Vice President, to invite the cler- | 
|| gymen of the city generally to officiate, we shall 
|| find that oftentimes we shall have to go to work || 
|| without prayers. I trust that the resolution will || 
| not be adopted. | the Union under the constitution formed at Le. 
| Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I hope the || compton. It is true that the tone of the message 

honorable Senator who last addressed the Senate | indicates a willingness on the part of the Pregj. 
| will reconsider the opinion he has formed on this || dent to sign a bill if we shall see proper to pass 


|| subject, and suffer this resolution to pass, I have || one receiving Kansas into the Union under that 
elt, ever since I have been here, that it brought || constitution. But, sir, it is a fact of great sig. 
scandal on the cause of the Christian religion to || nificante, and worthy of consideration, that the 


| have an active canvass here for Chaplain; and I | President has refrained from any indorsement of 
| am very glad that there is a mode proposed by || the convention and from any recommendation ag 


| which that scandal can be hereafter removed. | td the course Congress should pursue with regard 


| The form which is suggested by the Senator || to the constitution there formed. 
| from Virginia commends itself entirely to my ap- || Themessage of the President has madean argu- 


| probation; and the more so because to me it is || ment—an unanswerable argument in My opinion 
|| —-against that constitution, which shows clearly, 


not new. So long as I have been acquainted with || 
ares a . ; : ‘ 
|| public affairs in the State of New York, or for || whether intended to arrive at that result or not, 
| nearly all that period—certainly for fifteen or || that, consistently with his views and his princi- 


| ples, he cannot accept that constitution. He has 


\| twenty years—there has been no single appoint- | 
| ment of a chaplain by the Legisl ’ New || expressed hi ificati isappoi 
ment of a chaplain by the Legislature of New || expressed his deep mortification and disappoint- 
ment that the constitution itself has not been 


| York; but each House of the Legislature, either || 
| severally or the two Houses together, passa res- || submitted to the people of Kansas for their ac- 
| olution substantially like this, intimating their || ceptance or rejection. He informs us that he 
desire that the clergymen of the city of Albany, || has unqualifiedly expressed his opinions on that 
| the State capital, to be designated by the presid- || subject in his instructions to Governor Walker, 
ing officer or officers, shall alternately perform this || assuming, as a matter of course, that the consti- 
| religious service for the two Houses, at such times || tution was to be submitted to the people before it 
| and under such arrangement as may be agreeable | could have an vitality or validity. He goes 
|| to them. | further, and tells us that the example set by Con- 
| The difficulty which is suggested by the hon- || gressin the Mirinesotacase, by inserting aclause in 
| orable Senator from Alabama:does not exist there, || the enabling act requiring the constitution to be 
_ because their resolution alWays closes with a pro- || submitted to the people, ought to become a uniform 
vision that the usual amount of per diem shall be || rule, notto be departed from hereafter in any case. 
distributed amongst the clergymen who perform || On these various propositions I agree entirely with 
{he service, in proportion to the number of days || the President of the United States, and I am pre- 
| they attend. Such an amendment to this res- || pared now to sustain that uniform rule which he 
olution would remove from it all objection, and || asks us to pursue, in all other cases, by taking the 
would be perfectly proper. For one, I should || Minnesota provision as our example. 
have no objection to it; but, at the same time, I || I rejoice, on a careful perusal of the message, 
am quite willing that that part of the subject || to find so much less to dissent from than I was 
shall be postponed until we have made an exper- || under the impression there was, from the hasty 
_imentof the new mode; and then, at the close of || reading and the imperfect hearing of the message 
' the session, an appeal can be made to the Senate || in the firstinstance. In effect, he refers that doc- 
I have no doubt it || ument to the Congress of the United States—as 
| will be responded to as well at the end of the || the Constitution of the United States refers it— 
| Session as at the commencement. My desire is || for us to decide upon it under our responsibility. 
that the old system shall be changed, and I am || It is proper that he should have thus referred 
| quite willing to adopt the one now proposed. || it to us as a matter for congressional action, and 
| Mr.MASON. Perhaps it is becoming, having |; not as an Administration or Executive measure, 
| offered the resolution, that I should say a single || for the reason that the Constitution of the United 
| word in reply to the honorable Senator from Ala- || States says that ‘‘ Congress may admit new States 
_bama. I have not conferred with the clergymen || into the Union.”” Hence we find the Kansas 
| of the city of Washington or the District at all. |; question before us now, not as an Administra- 
| 1 did show what I proposed to do, to the reverend | fon measure, not as an Executive measure, but 
and excellent gentleman who was Chaplain at the 1 as a measure coming before us for our free action, 
last session, [Rev. Mr. Hill,] who happened to || without any recommendation or interference, 
be present, who is one of the clergymen of this || directly or indirectly, by the Administration now 
| city, and he said that he was satisfied it would be || in possession of the Federal Government. Sir, 
| considered a compliment, and a very grateful one, || [ propose to examine this question calmly and 
_ to the clergy of the District. I have just learned, || fairly, to see whether or not we can properly re- 
| what I am told is an undoubted fact, that the first || ceive Kansas into the Union with the constitution 
clergyman who officiated in the Continental Con- || formed at Lecompton. 
| gress, was the late Bishop White, of Pennsyl- || The President, after expressing his regret and 
| vania, and that he did it on the express condition | mortification and disappointment, that the con- 
that no compensation should be offered. I think, | stitution had not been submitted to the people 
oe as I do the office of a clergyman— || in pursuance of his instructions to Governor 
) although they are a class of our fellow-citizens || Walker, and in pursuance of Governor Walker’s 


{} 








|| with whom it has not been my fortune to be much || assurances to the people, says, however, that by 


| connected in any way, but f do appreciate their | the Kansas-Nebraska act the slavery question 
| office—it will be peculiarly acceptable to the cler- || only was required to be referred to the people, 
gymen if presented in this form. land the remainder of the constitution was not 
| ‘The PRESIDENT 12 tempore put the question || thus required to be submitted. He acknowledges 
| on the resolution; and it was adopted. that, as a general rule, on general peipes pists the 
’ whole constitution should be submitted; but ac- 
=a PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. cording to his understanding of the organic act 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate re- || of Kansas, there was an imperative obligation to 


sumed the consideration of the motion made by '' submit the slavery question for their approval or 
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sage that although it was an unfortunate circum- 


++ te 





aisapp thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their 

N thoy. ie constitution. In other words, he regards the || domestic institutions in their own way, subject stance, much to be regretted, that the Lecomp- 
organic act, the Nebraska bill, as having made an || only to the Constitution of the United States. ton convention did not submit the constitution to 

N yes. exception of the slavery clause, and provided for || We repealed the Missouri restriction because that || the people, yet perhaps it may be treated as reg- 
At the the disposition of that question in a mode different | was confined to slavery. That was the only ex- || ular, because the convention was called by a Ter- 
and | from that in which other domestic or local, as con- || ception there was to the general principle of self- || ritorial Legislature which had been repeatedly 
of the tradistinguished from Federal questions, should || government. That exception was taken away || recognized by the Congress of the United States 
ed the be decided. Sir, permit me to say, with profound |/ for the avowed and express purpose of making | as a legal body. I beg Senators not to fall into 
ansag. respect for the President of the United States, that || the rule of self-government general and universal, || an error as to the President’s meaning on this 
) State | conceive that on this point he has committed a || so that the people should form and regulate all || pomt. Efe does not say, he does not mean, that 
Of the fundamental error, an error which lies at the foun- || their domestic institutions in their own way. || this convention had ever been recognized by the 
lorsed dation of his whole argument on this matter. I Sir, what would this boasted principle of || Congress of the United States as legal or valid, 
sented can well understand how thatdistin uished states- popular sovereignty have been worth, if it ap- || On the contrary, he knows, as we here know, 
Por. man came to fall into this error. He was not in || plied only to the negro, and did not extend to || that during the last Congress 1 reported a bill 
Pon the country at the time the Nebraska bill was || the white man? Do you think we could have || from the Committee on Territories to authorize 
f the assed; he was not a party to the controversy, | aroused the sympathies and the patriotism of || the people of Kansas to assemble and form a con- 
sident and the discussion that took place during its pass- || this broad Republic, and have carried the presi- || stitution for themselves, Subsequently, the Sen- 
| that age. He was then representing the honor and || dential election last year in the face of a tremen- || ator from Georgia |Mr. Toomss] brought for- 
8 into the dignity of the country with great wisdom and dous opposition, on the principle of extending || ward a substitute for my bill, which, after having 
t Le. distinction at a foreign court. Thus deeply en- || the right of self-government to the negro ques- || been modified by him and myself in consultation, 
Ssage crossed, his whole energies were absorbed in con- || tion, but denying it as to all the relations affect- || was passed by the Senate. It is known in the 
resi. ducting great diplomatic questions that diverted ing white men? No, sir. We aroused the || country as “the Toombs bill.” It authorized 
pass his attention from the mere territorial questions || patriotism of the country and carried the elec- || the people of Kansas Territory to assemble in 
r that ani discussions then going on in the Senate and || tion’ in defense of that great principle, which || convention and form a constitution preparatory 
Sig. the House of Representatives, and before the || allowed all white men to form and regulate their || to their admission into the Union as a State. 
t the people at home. Under these circumstances, he || domestic institutions to suit them8elves—institu- |! That bill, it is well known, was defeated in the 
nt of may well have fallen into an error, radical and || tions applicable to white men as well as to black || House of Representatives. It matters not, for 
on ag fundamental as it is, in regard to the object of the || men—institutions applicable to freemen as well || the purpose of this argument, what was the rea- 
gard Nebraska bill and the principle asserted init. _|| as to slaves—institutions concerning all the re- | son of its defeat. Whether the reason was a 
Now, sir, what was the principle enunciated || lations of life, and not the mere paltry excep- || political one; whether it had reference to the then 
rgu- by the authors and oe of that bill when || tion of the slavery question. Sir, I have spent || existing contest for the Presidency; whether it 
nion it was brought forward? Did we not come before || too much strength and breath, and health, too,’|| was to keep open the slavery question; whether 
rly, the country and say that we repealed the Mis- || to establish this great principle in the popular || it was a conviction that the bill wguld not be 
not, souri restriction for the purpose of substituting | heart, now to see it frittered away by bringing || fairly carried out; whether it was because there 
nei- and carrying out as a saaeeal rule the great prin- | it down to an exception that applies to the || were not people enough in Kansas to justify the 
has ciple of self-government, which left the people of || negro, and does not extend to the benefit of the || formation ofa State;—no matter what the reason 
int each State and each Territory free to form and || white man. As I said before, I can well im- || was, the House of Representatives refused to 
een [ee regulate their domestic institutions in their own || agine how the distinguished and eminent patriot || — that bill, and thus denied to the people of 
ac. way, subject only to the Constitution of the Uni- || and statesman now at the head of the Govern- || Kansas the right to form a constitution and State 

he ted States? In support of that proposition, it was | 





ment fell into the error—for error it is, radical, 


' government at this time. So far from the Con- 


hat argued here, and I have argued it wherever I | 





may decide for themselves the relations between || the people of Kansas, and enable them to say || States. The committee acted on the supposition 


that whenever Congress had passed an enabling 
act authorizing the people of a Territory to form 
a State constitution, the convention was regular, 
and possessed all the authority which Congress 
unanswerable argument in favor of the principle || had delegated to it; but whenever Congress had 
which requires this question to be sent back. It || failed or refused to pass an enabling act, the 
| is stated in the message, with more clearnessand || proceeding was irregular and void, unless vitality 
force than any language which I can command; || was imparted toit by a subsequent act of Congress 
but I can draw your attention to it and refer you || adopting and confirming it, The friends of the 
'| to the argument in the message, hoping that you | Topeka constitution insisted that although their 
a‘ will take it as a part of my speech—as express- | proceedings were irregular, they were not so 
of the principle of self-government, and hence that || ing my idea more forcibly than I am able to ex- |! irregular but that Congress could cure the error 
that exception should be repealed, and the slavery || press it. The President says that a qyestion of | by admitting Kansas with that constitution. 
question, like all other questions, submitted tothe || great interest, like the slavery question, cannot || They cited a variety of cases, amongst others the 
people to be decided for themselves. || be fairly decided - a convention of delegates, 


Arkansas case. In my report, sanctioned by every 
Sir, that was the principle on which the Ne- || for the reason that the delegates are elected in dis- | member of the Committee on Territories, except 
braska bill was defended by its friends. Instead 


husband and wife, parent and child, guardian and | whether or not the constitution which has been 
framed, each and every clause of it, meets their 
approbation, 


The President, in his message, has made an 


fundamental, and, if persevered in, subversive of || gress of the United States having sanctioned or 

cer, have spoken in various States of the Union, at '| that platform upon which he was elevated to the | legalized the convention which assembled at Le- 
Sti- home and abroad, everywhere I have endeavored || Presidency of the United States. | compton, it expressly withheld its assent. ‘The 
eit to prove that there was no reason why an excep- Then, if the President be right in saying that, || assent has notbeen given, either in express terms 
oes tion should be made in regard to the slavery ques- || by the Nebraska bill, the siavery question must || or by implication; and being withheld, this Kan- 
on- tion. I have appealed to the people if we did not || be submitted to the people, it follows inevitably || sas constitution has just such validity and just 
In 5) all agree, men of all parties, that all other local || that every other clause of the constitution must || such authority as the Territorial Legislature of 
be and domestic questions, should be submitted to || also be submitted to the people. The Nebraska || Kansas Suid ivapart to it without the assent, 
rm the people. I said to them ‘‘ We agree that the || bill said that the people should be left ‘* perfectly || and in opposition to the known will, of Congress 
se, people shall decide for themselves what kind of a || free to form and regulate their domestic institu- || Now, sir, let me ask what is the extent of the 
ith judiciary system they will have; we agree that || tious in their own way’’—not the slavery ques- || authority of a Territorial Legislature as to call- 
re= the people shall decide what kind of a school sys- || tion, not the Maine liquor-law question, not the || ing aconstitutional convention without the asseni 
he tem they will establish; we agree that the people || banking question, not the school question, not |! of Congress? Fortunately this is nota new ques- 
he shall determine for themselves what kind of a || the railroad question, but ‘‘ their domestic institu- | tion; it does not now arise for the first time 
banking system they will have, or whether they || tions,’’ meaning each and all the questions which || When the Topeka constitution was presented te 

e, will have any banksat all; we agree that the peo- || are local, not national, State, not Federal. I arrive || the Senate nearly two yeurs ago, it was referred 
As ple may decide for themselves what shall be the || at the conclusion that the principles enunciated || to the Committee on Territories, with a variety of 
'y elective franchise in their respective States; they || so boldly, and enforced with so much ability by || measures relating to Kansas. The committee 
ze shall decide for themselves what shall be the rule | the President of the United States, require us, out | made a full report upon the whole subject. That 
C- ® of taxation and the principles upon which their || of respect to him and the platform on which he || report reviewed all the irregular cases which haé 
is finance shall be regulated; we agree that they || was elected, to send this whole question back to || occurred in our history in the admission of new 

| 


r 

d ward; and why should we not then allow them | 
d to decide for themselves the relations between | 
i 
3 
g 
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master and servant? Why make an exception of 
the slavery question by taking it out of that great || 
rule of self-government which applies to all the | 
other relations of life??? The very first proposi- 
tion in the Nebraska bill was to show that the 
Missouri restriction, prohibiting the people from 
deciding the slavery question for themselves, con- 
; stituted an exception toa general rule, in violation 


t tricts, and in some districts a delegate is elected || the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Cottamer,] 
of making the slavery question an exception, it || by a small majority; in others by an overwhelm- || I reviewed the Arkansas case as well as the others, 
removed an odious exception which before ex- || ing majority; so that it often happens that a ma- || and affirmed the doctrine established by General 
isted. Its whole object was to abolish that odious || jority of the delegates are one way, while a ma- || Jackson’s administration and enunciated in the 
exception, and make the rule general, universal, || jority of the people are the other way; and there- || opinion of Mr. Attorney General Butler, a part of 
In its application to all matters which were loeal || fore it would be unfair, and inconsistent with the || which opinion was copied into the report and 
and domestic, and not nations! or Federal. For | =— principle of popular sovereignty, to allow a || published to the country at the time. 
this reason was the language employed which the || body of delegates, not representing the popular Now, sir, in order to ascertain what we under- 
President has quoted: that theeighth section of the || voice, to establish domestic institutions for the || stood on the 12th of March, 1856—little more 

issouri act, commonly called the Missouricom- || mass of the people. This is the President’s ar- || than a year and a half ago—to be the true doc- 
promise, was repealed because it was repugnant || gument to show that you cannot have a fair and || trine on this point, let me call your attention to 
to the principle of non-intervention established || honest decision without submitting it to the pop- || the opinion of Mr. Butler in the Arkansas case. 
by the compromise measures of 1850, ‘‘ it being || ular vote. The same argument is conclusive with || The Governor of the Territory of Arkansas sent 
the true intent and meaning of this act not to || regard to every other question as well as with la printed address to President Jackson, in which 
legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor || regard to slavery. he stated that he had been urged to call together 
‘o exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people ut, Mr. President, it is intimated im the mes- || the Legislature of the Territory of Arkansas, for 
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to form a constitution, preparatory to their admis- 
sion into the Union as a State. The Governor 
stated that, in his opinion, the Legislature had 
no power to call such a convention without the 
assent of Congress first had and obtained; but he 
asked instructions on that point. The President 
referred the case to the Secretary of State, and he 
asked for the advice of the Attorney General, 
whose opinion was given, and adopted as the 


plan of action, and communicated to the Gov- | 


ernor of Arkansas for his instruction. 
some extracts from that opinion: 


* Consequently, it is not in the power of the General 
Assembly of Arkansas to pass any law for the purpose of 


I will read 


electing members to form a constitution and State govern- | 


ment, orto do any other act, directly or indirectly, to create 
such new government. Every such law, even though it 
were approved by the Governor of the Territory, would be 
null and void. If passed by them, notwithstanding his veto, 
by a vote of two thirds of each branch, it would still be 
equally void. 

“If Tam right in the foregoing opinion, it will then fol 
tow that the course of the Governor, in declining to cail 
together the Territorial Legislature for the purpose in ques- 
tion, was such as his legal duties required; and that the 
views he has expressed in his public address, and also in 
his official communication to yourself, so far as they indi- 
cate an intention not to sanction or concur in any legisla- 
tive or other proceedings towards the formation of a State 
government until Congress shall have authorized it, are 
also correct,.”’ 


That is what I have understood to be the set- | 


tled doctrine as to the authority of a Territorial 
Legislature to call a convention without the con- 


sent of Congress first had and obtained. The | 


reasoning is very clear and palpable, 


A Terri- 


torial Legislature possesses whatever power its | 


organic act gives it, and no more. The organicact 
of Arkansas provided that the legislative power 


should be vested in the Territorial Legislature, the | 


same as the organic act of Kansas provides that 
the legislative power and authority shall be vested 
in the Legislature. But what is the extent of that 
legislative power? It is to legislate for that Ter- 
ritory under the organic act, and in obedience to 
it. f 
organic act under which it was brought into ex- 
istence. It has the power to protect it, the power 
to execute it, the power to carry it intoeffect; but 
it has no power to subvert, none to destroy; and 
hence that power can only be obtained by apply- 
ing to Congress, the same authority which created 
the Territory itself. But while the Attorney 
General decided, with the approbation of the 
administration of General Jackson, that the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature had no power to call a con- 
vention, and that its action was void if it did, he 
went further : 

** No law has yet been passed by Congress which either 
expressly or impliedly gives to the people of Arkansas the 
authority to forma State government.” 


Nor has there been any in regard to Kansas. | 
They are alike | 


The two cases are alike thus far. 
in all particulars so far as the question involving 
the legality and the validity of the Lecempton 
convention is concerned. The opinion goes on 
to say: 

** Forthe reasons above stated, I am, therefore, of opinion 
that the inhabitants of that Territory have not at present, 
and that they cannot acquire Otherwise than by an act of 
Congress, the right to form such a government.” 


General Jackson’s administration took the 


ou that the people of Arkansas, by the au- | 
t 


iority of the Territorial Legislature, had not the 
power to hold a convention to form a constitu- 
tion, and could not acquire it from-any source 
whatever except from Coagress. While, there- 
fore, the legislative act of Arkansas was held to 
be void, so far as it assumed authority to authorize 


the calling of a convention to form a constitution, | 


yet they did not hold, in those days, that the 
people could not assemble and frame a constitu- 
tion in the form of a petition. I will read the 
rest of the opinion, in order that the Senate may 
understand precisely what was the doctrine on 
this subject at that day, and what the Committee 
on Territories understood to be the doctrine on 
this subject in March, 1856, when we put forth 
the Kansas report as embodying what we Ne- 


braska men understood to be our doctrine at that | 


time. Here it is. 


report: 


** But I am not prepared to say that all proceedings on 
this subject, on the part of the citizens of Arkansas, will 
be illega!. ‘They undoubtedly possess the ordinary ein 
jeges and immunities of citizens of the United tes. 
Among these is the right to assemble and to petition the 


This was copied into that 


THE CONG 


the purpose of allowing them to call a convention 


does not include any power to subvert the | 





Government for the redress of grievances. In the exercise 
of this right, the inhabitants of Arkansas may peaceably 
meet together in primary assemblies, or in conventions 
chosen by such assemblies, for the purpose of petitioning 
Congress to abrogate the territorial government, and to ad- 
mit them into the Union as an independent State. The 
particular form which they may give to their petition can- 
not be material, so long as they confine themselves to the 
mere right of petitioning, and conduct all their proceedings 
in a peaceable manner. And as the power of Congress 
over the whole subject is plenary and unlimited, THEY 
MAY ACCEPT ANY CONSTITUTION, HOWEVER 
FRAMED, WHICH IN THEIR JUDGMENT MEETS 
THE SENSE OF THE PEOPLE TO BE AFFECTED 
BY IT. If, therefore, the citizens of Arkansas think proper 
to accompany their petition with a written constitution, 
framed and agreed on by their primary assemblies, or by a 
convention of delegates chosen by sueh assemblies, I per- 
ceive no legal objection to their power to do so, nor to any 
measures which may be taken to collect the sense of the 
people in respect to it; provided, always, that such meas- 
ures be commenced and prosecuted ina peaceable manner, 
in strict subordination to the existing territorial govern- 
| ment, AND IN ENTIRE SUBSERVIENCY TO THE 
| POWER OF CONGRESS TO ADOPT, REJECT, OR 
DISREGARD THEM, AT THEIR PLEASURE.” 
| While the Legislature of Arkansas had no 
| power to create a convention to frame a constitu- 
tion, as a legal constitutional body, yet, if the 
people chose to assemble under such an act of 
the Legislature for the purpose of petitioning for 
| redress of grievances, the assemblage was not 
illegal; it was not an unlawful assemblage; it was 
|| not such an assemblage as the — power 
| could be used to disperse, for they had a right 
under the Constitution thus to assemble and peti- 
tion. Butif they assumed to themselves the right 
or the power to make a government, that assump- 
|} tion was an act of rebellion which General Jack- 
/ son said it was his duty to put down with the 
| military force of the country. 

If you apply these principles to the Kansas 
convention, you find that it had no power to do 
any act as a convention forming a government; 
you find that the act calling it was null and void 
| from the beginning; you find that the Legisla- 

i ture could confer no power whatever on the con- 


| vention. That convention was simply an assem- 
| blage of peaceable citizens, under the Constitution 
| of the United States, petitioning for the redress 
of grievances, and, thus assembled, had the right 
| to put their petition in the form of a constitution 
| if they chose; but still it was only a petition— 
| having the force of a petition—which Congress 
| could accept or reject, or dispose of as it saw 
| proper. ‘That is what I unterstand to be justthe 
| extent of the power and authority of this conven- 
|| tion assembled at Lecompton. It was not an un- 
\| lawful assemblage like that held at Topeka; for 
| the Topeka constitution was made in opposition 
| to the territorial law, and, as I thought, intended 
|| to subvert the government without the consent 
|| of Congress, but, as contended by their friends, 
| not intended. If their object was to subvert 
it without the consent of Congress, it was an 
| act of rebellion, which ought to have been put 
|| down by force. If it was a peaceable assem- 
|| blage simply to petition and abide the decision of 
} Congress on the petition, it was not an unlawful 
|| assemblage. I hold, however, that it was an un- 
|| lawful assemblage. I hold that this Lecompton 
|| convention was not an unlawful assemblage; but, 
} on the other hand, I hold that they had no legal 
|| power and authority to establish a government. 
They had aright to petition for a redress of griev- 
/ances. They had a right in that petition to ask 
| for the change of government from a territorial to 
|| a State government. They had a right to ask 
| Congress to adopt the instrument which they sent 
/to us as, their constitution; and Congress, if it 
thought that paper embodied the will of the peo- 
ple of the Territory, fairly expressed, might, in 
its discretion, accept itas a constitution, and admit 
them into the Union as a State; or if Congress 
thought it did not embody the will of the people 
of Kansas, it might reject it; or if Congress 
thought it was doubtful whether it did embody 
the will of the people or not, then it should send 
it back and submit it to the people to have that 
doubt removed, in order that the popular voice, 
whatever it might be, should prevail in the con- 
stitution under which that people were to live. 
So fez as the act of the Tervitorial Legislature 
| ot Kansas calling this convention was concerned, 
| L have always been under the impression that it 
was fair and justin its provisions. I have always 
thought the people should have gone together en 
masse and voted for delegates, so that the voice 
expressed by the convention should have been the 
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unquestioned and united voice of the peonle 
t 


Kansas. I have always thought that those wh 
staid away from that election stood in their Me 
light, and should have gone and voted a 
| should have furnished their names to be put on th 
registered list, so as to be voters. I have alway, 
held that it was their own fault that they diq wy 
thus go and vote; but yet, if they chose, they hag 
aright to stay away. They hada right to gy 
that that convention, although not an unlaws,) 
assemblage, is not a legal convention to make 
government, and hence we are under no Obligation 
to go and express any opinion about it. Thy 
| had a right to say, if they chose, “ We will Stay 
| away until we see the constitution they shai) 
| frame, the petition they shall send to Congress. 
| and when they submit it to us for ratification y, 
| will vote for it if we like it, or vote it down if y 
| do notlike it.’’ Lsay they hada right to do either 
| though I Spought, and think yet, as good citizens 
| they ought to have gone and voted; but that wy 
their business and not mine. 

Having thus shown that the convention at L¢. 
'compton had no power, no authority, to form 
} and establish a government, but had power to 
draft a petition, and that petition, if it embodied 
the will of the people of Kansas, ought to he 
| taken as such an exposition of their will, yet, if 
| it did not embody their will, ought to be rejected 
| —having shown these facts, let me proceed and 
_ inquire what was the understanding of the people 
of Kansas, when the delegates were elected? | 
understand, from the history of the transaction, 
that the people who voted for delegates to the 
Lecompton convention, and those who refused to 
vote—both parties—understood the territorial act 
to mean that they were to be elected only to frame 
a constitution, and submit it to the people for their 
ratification or rejection. I say that both parties 
in that Territory, at the time of the election of 
| delegates, so understood the object of the con- 
vention. ‘Those who voted for delegates did so 
with the understanding that they had no power 
to make a government, but only to frame one for 
submission; and those who staid away did so 
with the same understanding. 

Now for the evidence. The President of the 
United States tells us, in his message, that he had 
| unequivocally expressed his opinions, in the form 
of instructions to Governor Walker, assuming 
that the constitution was to be submitted to the 
people for ratification. When we look into Gov- 
| ernor Walker’s letter of acceptance of the office 
| of Governor, we find that he stated expressly 
that he accepted it with the understanding that 
the President and his whole Cabinet concurred 
| with him that the constitution, when formed, was 
| to be submitted to the people for ratification. 
| Then look into the instructions given by the 
| President of the United States, through General 
| Cass, the Secretary of State, to Governor Walker, 
' and you there find that the Governor is instructed 
to use the military power to protect the polls when 
the constitution shall be submitted to-the people 
of Kansas for their free acceptance or rejection. 
Trace the history a little further, and you will 
| find that Governor Walker went to Kansas and 
| proclaimed, in his inaugural and in his speeches 
| at Topeka and elaewhere, that it was the distinct 
understanding, not only of himself, but of those 
higher in power than himself—meaning the Pres- 
ident and his Cabinet—that the constitution was 
| to be submitted to the people for their free ac- 
ceptance or rejection, and that he would use all 
the power at his command to defeat its acceptance 
by Congress, if it were not thus submitted to the 
vote of the people. 

Mr. President, | am not going to stop and in- 
quire how far the Nebraska bill, which said the 
people should be left perfectly free to form their 
constitution for themselves, authorized the Pres- 
ident, or the Cabinet, or Governor Walker, of 
any other territorial officer, to interfere and tell 
the convention of Kansas whether they should or 
should not submit the question to the people. 
am not going to stop to inquire how far oa were 
authorized to do that, it being my opinion that the 
spirit of the Nebraska bill required it to be done. 
It is sufficient for my purpése that the Adminis- 
tration of the Federal Government unanimously, 
that the administration of the territorial govert- 
ment, in.all its parts, unanimously understood the 
territorial law under which the convention was 
assembled to mean that the constitution to be 
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